
Order Of Worship 
St. John’s United Church Of Christ 

500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 
10:15 AM – January 6, 2019 - Epiphany 

 
 

We Gather For Worship 
  

“Where is the Child?” 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE O Morning Star, How Clear and Bright - arr. James Woodman 
 
INTROIT O Morning Star, How Clear and Bright 
 

*OPENING HYMN As with Gladness Those of Old……………………………….#159
  
*REFLECTION ON THEME 
 
*WE CONFESS OUR SINS ~ Loving God ~ Long ago, a star in the sky guided wise men 
from the East, bringing them ever so close to where the Christ Child was. While we no 
longer look to the stars for direction, you continue to guide us and show us the way. The 
problem is that we are not paying attention. We miss your cues, fail to see your light, and 
often navigate our lives with our heads down as we stumble around in the dark. Forgive us, 
gracious God, and fill us with a constant awareness of your closeness and your eagerness 
to show us the way. Teach us how to pay attention, sorting out your way from the myriad of 
inviting options ever seeking to lure us in. This we pray in Jesus’ Name. AMEN  
 
*WE ASK FOR MERCY            Hymn #122, Stanza 1 
 Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set all people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty. 
 
*WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT OF GRACE 
 
*WE OFFER OUR PRAISE AND THANKS         Hymn #143, Stanza 2 
 Then why should we on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad; 
 Then why should we on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad; 
 When from our sin Christ set us free, all for to gain our liberty. 
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This Week At St. John’s 
If you would like more information please contact the church office 215.855.5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org 

 

Jan    6 Sun  
8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Epiphany 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary, Communion 
Sunday School for All Ages 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary, Communion 
Confirmation Class 

Jan    7 Mon 6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
7:00 PM 

Prayer Shawl 
Brownies/Girl Scouts 
Stewardship 

Jan   8 Tue 9:00 AM 
1:30 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

Men’s Breakfast 
Quilters 
NAMI 
Girl Scouts 
AA 

Jan   9 Wed 5:30 PM 
6:00 PM 

United Voices 
Children’s Choir 

Jan  10 Thu 7:00 AM 
1:00 PM 
6:15 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

Prayer Walk 
Stampers 
United Ringers 
Yoga 
Chancel Choir 

Jan  11 Fri 6:00 PM 
8:30 PM 

Chess 
AA 

Jan  12 Sat 9:00 AM 
10:00 AM 

“Undecorating” Church Building 
Art of Living 

Jan  13 Sun 8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Sunday School for All Ages 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Manna Sunday, Enlightener Due Date 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

St. John’s United Church Of Christ 
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 

Office: 215.855.5489                                        email: office@st-johns-ucc.org 
If you would like more information about St. John’s please speak with one of the staff 

or visit our website at http://www.st-johns-ucc.org 
Susan C. Bertolette, D. Min., Senior Pastor 

Adelaide L. Stong, M. Div., Associate Pastor  
Lisa Delp, Church Administrator 

David L. Furniss, M.S.M., Minister Of Music 
Abbie Lampe, Minister of Music for Children and Youth 

    Leroy Horst, Buildings & Grounds Supervisor                        Bill Bergey, Custodian     
Marge Jewell, Council President 

mailto:office@st-johns-ucc.org


January 6, 2019 
 

A nursery for children kindergarten age and younger is available. While children are always 
welcome in worship, this is available for your convenience if they become restless. 
 

Junior Church is available following the children’s message for children 1st through 4th 

grade.  Parents may pick up children downstairs following the 10:15 service. 
 

If you would benefit from having the worship bulletins or hymns in large print, please see 
one of our ushers. 
 

Please ask an usher for an audio device if you are having difficulty hearing the service.  
 

CD’s of this morning’s service are available by contacting the church office.  Recent 
sermons can be heard on the Audio-Sermons page of our website http://st-johns-
ucc.org/podcast-audio 
 

Reminder:  The wheelchairs and first aid kit are stored in the "First Aid Closet" in the 
narthex (the door is clearly labeled).  The automatic external defibrillator (AED) is 
located in the church Library on the wall closest to the Sanctuary. 
 
 

Worship Assistants 
 

Ushers: Team Leader Gerald Linderman; Donald Fretz, Stefanie Giampa, Jennifer Gilbert, 
Gale Linderman, and Walt & Bonnie Weber 
CD Technician:  Bob George 
Driver:  Jo-Ann Sine 
Greeters:   Loretta & Jerry Umstead 
Elder of the Morning: Gayle George 
Acolytes:  Caiden Gilbert, Jen Gilbert 
Junior Church:  Jen DiPlacido 
Chancel Flower Ministry:  Bill & Sue Morris 
Nursery Staff:  Cindy Reese, Darcy Reese 
Social Hosts:   Kim & Jonathan Sands 
Kitchen Monitors:  Debby Hendricks 
Umbrella Ministry:  Doreen Rice   
United Adult Class:  Teachers – Pat Rieker “Consumed by the Fire of a Star”, Matthew 
2:1-12 

 
Chancel Flowers 

 

In memory of Marie Evans’ January 6th birthday from her daughter, Jeane, Bob Fritz and 
family 
 

In memory of Richard R. Schmidt’s January 10th birthday from his cousins Bob & Jane Keim 
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We Listen For God’s Word 
 

SCRIPTURE      Isaiah 60:1-6 (Pg. 651)   
 
Matthew 2:2-12 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 

  ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
  for from you shall come a ruler 
      who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Rev. Addie Stong 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen 
 
ANTHEM We Three Kings - arr. Jeremy J. Bankson and Tom Trenney 
  Chancel Choir 
   
SERMON “Plan B” 
  Rev. Dr. Sue Bertolette 
   
SILENCE                                                                                                                             
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We Respond in Faith 
 
*HYMN Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year……………………………………….#431
  

JOYS, CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
WE HAND OVER TO GOD OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS        Hymn #111, Stanza 1 
 O loving founder of the stars, to all of faith light without end, 
 O Christ, redeemer of us all, to earnest prayers your mercy lend. 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE     
            
OFFERING       
 

OFFERTORY      I Wonder as I Wander - arr. Karl Osterland 
 
*WE OFFER UP OUR GIFTS         Hymn #128, Stanza 4 
 What can I offer, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
 If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
 But what can I offer: all my heart. 
 

Sacrament Of Holy Communion 
 
LEADER: Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who 
believe in me shall never thirst. 
 
PEOPLE: In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to know 
the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
PASTOR: God be with you 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
 
PASTOR: Lift up your hearts. 
PEOPLE: We lift them to God. 
 
PASTOR: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
PEOPLE: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
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PASTOR: Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest 
star, we thank you for your constant love for all you have made. We thank you for all that 
sustains life, for all people of faith in every generation who have given themselves to your 
will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have sent from your own being as our 
Savior. We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth 
of your church for its mission in the world. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we 
offer ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire family of your faithful people 
everywhere: 
 
ALL: Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O 
God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in the 
highest! 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
BLESSING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 
PASTOR: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all 
of us in our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may 
recognize the risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. 
 
PEOPLE:  Amen. 
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS (Wine outer circle, grape juice inner circles.  Gluten free bread 
available upon request.) 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: (Unison) 
We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the 
presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send 
us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
        
* HYMN         Arise, Your Light Is Come……………………………………………………...#164 
 
* COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

*Denotes Congregation Standing, if Able  
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Assembly Hall, the room below the 
sanctuary.  All Are Welcome!!! 
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