
Order Of Worship 
St. John’s United Church Of Christ 

500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 
10:15 AM – March 31, 2019 

 
 

We Gather For Worship 
  

“Embracing Love” 
 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE The Prodigal Son - James Biery 
 
*OPENING HYMN My Life Flows on in Endless Song…………………………………#476 
   Stanza 1 – Choir; Stanzas 2,3, and 4 - All 
 
*REFLECTION ON THEME 
 
*WE CONFESS OUR SINS 
Gracious God, we love being one of your beloved children, but how easily we turn away 
from the safety of your embrace to try things out on our own.  We think we should be able to 
handle things by ourselves and we assume that independence and freedom is found apart 
from you.  We forget, however, that true freedom is found through you. Remind us that 
taking full advantage of the freedom that you give us does not mean leaving you out or 
leaving you behind, but rather inviting you along on the adventure.  Walk with us when we 
stray, hold us close when we realize we’ve messed up, and welcome us home with grace 
and forgiveness.  Amen.  
  
*WE ASK FOR MERCY 
 God, tender and just, forgive our sins; forgive our sins. 
 
*WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT OF GRACE 
 
*WE OFFER OUR PRAISE AND THANKS      Bless God, O My Soul (#549) 
 Bless God, O my soul! All within me bless God’s name! 
 Bless God, who was, and is, and shall ever be the same! 
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This Week At St. John’s 
If you would like more information please contact the church office 215.855.5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org 

Mar  31 Sun  
 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 
 

4:00 PM 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Sunday School for All Ages 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
New Member Informational Gathering 
Artist Series Concert – Levente Kuzma, Concert Organist 

April  1 Mon 6:30 PM 
6:30 PM  
6:30 PM 
7:00 PM 

Prayer Shawl 
Girl Scouts 
Elijah Soloist Rehearsal 
Stewardship 

April  2 Tue 1:30 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

Quilters 
Brownies/Girl Scouts 
NAMI 
AA 

April  3 Wed 12:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

5:30 PM 
6:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

Communion 
Communion 
United Voices 
Children’s Choir 
Lenten Study 

April  4 Thu 6:15 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

United Ringers 
Yoga 
Chancel Choir 

April    5 Fri 6:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:30 PM 

Chess 
Lansdale Montessori School Meeting 
AA 

April    6 Sat 10:00 AM Art of Living 

April    7 Sun  
8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Sunday School for All Ages 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Confirmation, Health Ministry Meeting 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s United Church Of Christ 
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 

          Office: 215.855.5489                               email: office@st-johns-ucc.org 
If you would like more information about St. John’s please speak with one of the staff or visit 

our website at http://www.st-johns-ucc.org 
Susan C. Bertolette, D. Min., Senior Pastor 

Adelaide L. Stong, M. Div., Associate Pastor  
Lisa Delp, Church Administrator 

David L. Furniss, M.S.M., Minister Of Music 
Abbie Lampe, Minister of Music for Children and Youth 

             Leroy Horst, Buildings & Grounds Supervisor                Bill Bergey, Custodian     
Pricilla Ponist, Council President 

mailto:office@st-johns-ucc.org


March 31, 2019 
 
 

 A nursery for children kindergarten age and younger is available. While children are 
always welcome in worship, this is available for your convenience if they become 
restless. 

 

 Junior Church is available following the children’s message for children 1st through 4th 

grade.  Parents may pick up children downstairs following the 10:15 service. 
 

 If you would benefit from having the worship bulletins or hymns in large print, please see 
one of our ushers. 

 

 Please ask an usher for an audio device if you are having difficulty hearing the service.  
 

 CD’s of this morning’s service are available by contacting the church office.  Recent 
sermons can be heard on the Audio-Sermons page of our website http://st-johns-
ucc.org/podcast-audio 

 

 Reminder:  The wheelchairs and first aid kit are stored in the "First Aid Closet" in the 
narthex (the door is clearly labeled).  The automatic external defibrillator (AED) is 
located in the church Library on the wall closest to the Sanctuary. 

 
 

Worship Assistants 
 

Ushers: Team Leader Thomas Beggs; Richard Boorse, Don Huntsinger, Dick Sands, Ted 
Kasander, Ben Kasander, Donna Walter, Jean Parks, Patti Thomas, Dean Meacham and 
David Douglass 
CD Technician:  Bob George  
Driver:  Bob George   
Greeters:  Gayle & Bob George 
Elder of the Morning:  Judy Leslie 
Acolytes:   Jen and Caiden Gilbert 
Junior Church:   Kelly Bresadola 
Chancel Flower Ministry:  Pete Probst 
Nursery Staff:   Tracey O’Neill, Emily Donahue 
Social Hosts:   Grace & Mark Bruen   
Kitchen Monitor:   Scott Vanderburg  
Umbrella Ministry:   Nancy Roberts 
United Adult Class:  Teacher – Tom Collipp, “A Traitor for Grace,” Joshua 5:9-12 

 
Chancel Flowers 

 

In memory of Lesley Brown’s March 31st birthday from her parents, Vivienne & Ian 
 

In memory of The Rev. Hugo & Mrs. Josephine Kellermeyer from their daughter, Lorene 
Ahrens  
 

In memory of Charles A. Pool, Jr.’s April 4th birthday from his daughter, Louella Trout 
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We Listen For God’s Word 
 

SCRIPTURE   Psalm 32 (Pg. 490) 
 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
So he told them this parable: 
 

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between 
them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to 
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but 
here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 
they began to celebrate. 
 

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe 
and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead 
with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Rev. Dr. Sue Bertolette 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen 
 

ANTHEM Psalm 139 - Davis Giersch 
  Chancel Choir 
 

SERMON “The Prodigal Me” 
  Rev. Addie Stong 
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We Respond in Faith 
 
*HYMN Let Us Hope when Hope Seems Hopeless………...#461 (Tune: HYFRYDOL) 
 
JOYS, CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 
WE HAND OVER TO GOD OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS        O Lord, Hear My Prayer 
 O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call, answer me. 
 O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me. 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE     
            
OFFERING             
 
OFFERTORY      The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee - Jean Berger 
       St. John’s Choral Ensemble 
 
*WE OFFER UP OUR GIFTS  Were the Whole Realm (#224, stanza 4) 
 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
 Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
        
* HYMN         This Is a Day of New Beginnings……………………………………………...#417 
 
* COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE        
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

*Denotes Congregation Standing, if Able  
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Assembly Hall, the room below the 
sanctuary.  All Are Welcome!!! 
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Weekly amount needed for Current Income $7,902.88

Weekly amount needed for OCWM $893.46

A Look at the Week of March 17, 2019

Attendance  8:00 AM 55

Attendance  10:15 AM 169

Offering For Current Income $7,677.48

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $731.00

A Look at the Week of March 24, 2019

Attendance  8:00 AM 59

Attendance  10:15 AM 164

Offering For Current Income $7,750.84

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $997.00
 

      
Palm Party 

We are seeking volunteers to help clean Palms on Thursday, April 11, at 9am and 
decorate the Sanctuary on Friday, April 12, from 10am-12noon.  Please RSVP to Lisa in 
the church office 215-855-5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org. 
 

Prayer Vigil 
The Holy Week Prayer Vigil will begin at noon on Maundy Thursday, April 18, and 
conclude at noon on Good Friday, April 19, when the Good Friday Service begins.  Please 
sign up for 30 minute time slots and pray at church, home, work or wherever you may be.  
The sign-up poster will be located on the blue bulletin board in the elevator lobby, near the 
mailboxes. 
 

Easter Lilies 
If you wish to make a donation for Easter Lilies in honor or memory of a loved one, please 
fill out the attached form and place it in the offering plate, or contact the church office at 
215-855-5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org. 
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