
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

New Member Informational Gathering 
It is not too late to get on board!  Today there will be an 
informational gathering for all who are interested in joining 
St. John’s and learning more about church membership. 
The gathering will take place in the Library after the  

 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Rocks! 
 

All of us are facing serious challenges these days as we navigate 
the uncharted waters brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Now, more than ever, we count on our connections with St. John’s 
to help us find some direction.  And, not surprisingly, St. John’s 
leaders and members are helping us all.  Just consider some of 
these happenings since we last were physically in church together 
in March: 
 

 Reverend Sue, Pastor Addie, David Furniss, Andrew Paulson 
and members of the church choir have provided us with 
spiritual guidance with our Sunday audio services, In-touch 
Tuesdays and Wednesday chimes.  On many Sundays, we 
have more people listening to our audio service than normally 
attend services on Sundays.  I don’t know about you, but I 
often feel that Sue or Addie is talking directly to me with their 
sermons.  How do they do that? 

 

 John Hendricks has done an amazing job keeping us 
connected with his photography, videography and technology.  
I think John has been a link that has kept us all together. 

 

 Many, many St. John’s members, including the Deacons, have 
stayed connected with each other through telephone calls and 
visits.  While some of our members have been isolated by the 
pandemic, a phone call from someone who is thinking about 
you makes your day. 

 

 St. John’s members have delivered audio CD’s weekly to 
members who do not have internet access, so they can enjoy 
our audio services. 

 

 The Wednesday Chimes concerts have become a welcome 
link for many of members.  The crowds have been growing 
every week, social distancing, but being able to share some 
time with each other.  Last week, I counted at least 60 
members in attendance.  I look forward to Wednesdays like I 
used to look forward to Sundays. 

 

 We have a Leadership Team that has been meeting regularly 
to come up with a plan to resume physical church when it is 
deemed safe for our members.  We have been very 
deliberate, and cautious, not to open too soon.  When we do 
open, we will have reasonable protocols in place to keep our 
members as safe, and comfortable, as possible.  The success 
of our other connections have, in my opinion, enabled us to be 
cautious. 

 

 Some of the Elders, along with Leroy and others planned a 
fantastic 40th anniversary celebration for Reverend Sue.  We 
wanted to make it memorable, and, oh my, was it ever! 

 

 John Hendricks did a great job providing cherished memories 
of David’s many years as St. John’s Director of Music.  While 
we have to wait until the fall to have a retirement celebration 
for David, the online posts were great. My favorite, of course,  

 
was playing “On Eagles Wings” and the Eagles Fight Song on 
Super Bowl Sunday, with the choir all wearing Eagles jerseys!  
(We won.) 

 

 The Educators provided Vacation Bible School boxes for our 
youth with crafts and other activities to take the place of 
physical Bible School.  They were a sell out!  They were 
gracious enough to allow Sally and me to take a couple for our 
grandchildren, who really enjoyed them. 

 

 A growing list of St. John’s Gardeners has been taking care of 
the grounds.  The Labyrinth Garden has been rehabilitated, and 
the church gardens were planted and mulched.  We have a 
group of volunteers who each take a week watering and 
deadheading the flowers.  Without much effort, we got 
volunteers to cover from June 1 through the end of September! 

 

 The Creation Justice Team has met several times to continue to 
develop that initiative.  We have decided to change the name to 
Creation Stewards to better define our mission.  We have 
finalized a Covenant to share with the congregation once we 
physically meet again. 

 

 With the help of Aly Faga, our graphic arts phenom, we have 
revised the Stained Glass Window brochure, to include 
awesome color photos of our beautiful windows.  Wait until you 
see it! 

 

 And then there’s Leroy.  Not one to sit still, he has continued to 
work on our building and grounds during these tough times.  He 
has installed touch less hand sanitizers throughout the building 
for when we physically reopen.  He has mapped out social 
distancing requirements for occupying the pews, and other 
church rooms. Along with the Trustees, we took down the trees 
on the Anchor House lot, and had the parking lot expanded and 
repaved, a project that has been in the works for 3 years.  The 
Trustees are now getting bids on providing two walkways and 
landscaping the lot. And he is STILL painting the building. 

 

 Thanks to all of you, our financial condition is excellent.  With 
many of our churches experiencing financial hardship, we are 
actually at the same point as we have been in the recent past.  
While we are about 2.5% under budget for income, that is equal 
to or better than we have been in 4 of the last 5 years.  
Amazing. 

 

So, that’s not too bad for being physically shut down for 5 months.  I 
have certainly been disappointed that my time so far as Council 
President has been void of physical meetings, decisions, and 
discussions.  But, I have been truly inspired by the caring of St. 
John’s members.  Sally and I are so fortunate we joined St. John’s.  
It has enriched our faith immeasurably.  God is certainly alive here! 
 

Don Atkiss 
St. John’s UCC Council President 

August 9th Worship Information 
Available Online on St. John’s Facebook Page & Website 

 

Theme: “When All Seems Lost” 
 

Sermon:    “Up a Creek” 
 

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33        Psalm 85:8-13 
 
Music: It Is Well With My Soul - arr. Joel Raney 
 Andrew Paulson, piano 
 
 
 

Chancel Flowers 
 

In memory of A. Granville Kratz’s August 15th birthday from 
his family 
 
 
 

August 16th Worship Information 
Available Online on St. John’s Facebook Page & Website 

 

Theme: “Bold Moves” 
 

Sermon: “When We Get What We Don't Deserve” 
   

Scripture: Genesis 45:1-15 and Psalm 133 
 

Music: Amazing Grace - arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 
 St. John's United Ringers  
 
 
 

Chancel Flowers 
 

In memory of Emma Swartley’s August 16th birthday from 
her family 
 

In honor of Thea Evangeline Keys’ birthday on August 16th 
from her grandmother Kathy York 
 

In memory of Ethel I. Pool’s August 22nd birthday from her 
daughter Louella Trout 
 

In memory of Herb & Kay Crouthamel’s August 22nd 
wedding anniversary from their daughter, Debbie Krail, and 
family 
 
 



  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

To the GEM Fund in honor of Rev. Sue’s 40th Anniversary 
from Roger Wardlow 
 

To the Good Samaritan Emergency Fund in honor of Rev. 
Sue’s 40th Anniversary from Audrey Hahn 
 

To the Current Fund in memory of Lester & Betty Shearer 
from Ed & Janice Shearer 
 

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Josephine Patton from 
Warren Patton & Nancy Wendig 
 

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Kenneth Ehrlich from 
Robert & Deborah Bartle, Lyn Eaton, Robert & Kathy 
Fickert, Cathy & Richard Hall, Donald & Francine Herko, 
Hidden Springs Community Home Owners Association, 
Judy Koenig, Connie May, Walt & Jean Moyer, Sarino & 
Joan Parisi, Ed & Kathy Smyth, Christine & Jim Soos, 
Cathy & Frank Stevenson, Christine Wiley 
 

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Robert Saukaitis from 
Bill & Ellen Allen, Jacqueline Ottinger, Alfred F. Rotelle, Jr., 
Eileen M. Saylor, Timothy Saylor, Donnie & Penny 
Steward, John & Carol Taylor 
 
 
 

Weekly amount needed for Current Income 2020 $7,978.00

Weekly amount needed for OCWM 2020 $893.00

A Look at the Week of July 19, 2020

Offering For Current Income $3,875.00

Offering For Our Church's Wider Mission $495.00

A Look at the Week of July 26, 2020

Offering For Current Income $7,325.00

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $1,400.00

A Look at the Week of August  2, 2020

Offering For Current Income $4,092.00

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $275.00
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Nursery & Junior Church Update 
                     

Hello St. John’s parents and faithful volunteers! 
 

As the summer moves forward and we shift our focus to the 
months ahead, there is so much that is uncertain in almost 
every aspect of our lives.  I know you are all navigating the 
complicated and confusing task of deciding what is best for 
your families with regards to the upcoming school year.  You                 
are juggling jobs, commitments, cancelled vacations, bored 
kids, technology…the daunting list goes on and on.  It is 
important that you know that in the sea of uncertainty, there are 
a few very important things on which you can count:  First, you 
are loved by a God who is both steady enough to keep you 
standing when the ground beneath you seems to be constantly 
shifting, AND flexible enough to move with you through 
whatever you are feeling as you try your best to “go with the 
flow”.  Second, your St. John’s family is surrounding you with 
prayers and support in the midst of this uncharted territory.  
Please do not forget to lean into that gift, to ask for help when 
you need it, and to share with us your burdens so that we might 
help you carry them.  
 

We at St. John’s are also looking ahead and are carefully and 
prayerfully planning what the next few months may look like.  
While an exact date of resumed in-person worship has not yet 
been identified, we do know that when we gather back together 
within the walls of St. John’s, things will look very different than 
they have in the past.  Most notably, we will be “pressing 
pause” on our Nursery and Junior Church ministries until it is 
safe to gather children together once again.  The very best 
place for our kids to be once we are back in the sanctuary is in 
the pews with you, their immediate families.  This means that, 
for now, we won’t be calling upon our beloved nursery and 
junior church volunteers.  Once it is safe and those ministries 
do get going once again, we hope you will be just as eager to 
pick back up where you left off and continue to offer your time 
and gifts to the youngest among us. 
 

Children have a very special place in God’s heart, and in the 
heart of St. John’s.  We are seeking every opportunity we can 
to include them in worship in ways that are meaningful and fun!  
We are counting on you to help us continue to make church 
matter in the lives of our young ones! 
 

More information about other programs, particularly Sunday 
School, will be coming in the weeks ahead, but in the 
meantime, please know you and your families are deeply 
appreciated and are surrounded by many, many prayers.  
 

 
Pastor Addie 
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Purple Coneflowers at St. John’s 

 

August 9 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
   
 
 

August 16 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 
   

Wednesday Chime Concerts 
As the Wednesday Noontime Chime Concerts continue, 
this event offers an excellent time to listen to inspiring 
music and an opportunity to introduce yourself to Andrew 
Paulson, St. John’s new Minister of Music.  Join us from 
the safety of your car or walk about the property, safely 
masked and physically distanced.   


