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As I write to you anticipating the light and hope Easter brings, there is a vivid image in my mind’s eye. 
Having recently recorded the video service many of you will access on Easter morning at 10:15am, I am 
picturing the Stahler family ~ Shannon, Dave, Ray and Lucas ~ carrying the large, wooden empty cross 
down the aisle of St. John’s Sanctuary and out into the courtyard in front of the church. The tradition of 
carrying the empty cross out into the world at the end of our Easter celebration serves as a reminder 
that the good news of the risen Christ must not be kept within the walls of the church: it must be shared 
freely and often, not just in our words, but by the way we live our lives. 
 
The empty cross that we lift high and celebrate is the same cross Jesus was forced to shoulder and carry 
to the place of his crucifixion. When it became clear that he could no longer endure its weight on his 
back ~ a back scarred and bleeding as a result of the flogging he had received ~ Simon of Cyrene, an 
onlooker in the crowd, was pressed into service to carry the cross for Jesus the remainder of the way to 
Golgotha. 
 
In my office at St. John’s, I have a small, colorful pottery depiction of Jesus’ cross being carried, not by 
Jesus or by one other person, but by 12 followers. Having been handcrafted in South America, this piece 
of pottery is one of my favorites because it depicts the helpers carrying the cross willingly and together. 
Whenever I look at it, I smile and wonder: what if Jesus’ disciples had stepped up, rather than running 
and hiding for fear their own lives were in jeopardy, and carried the cross for him? 
 
Jesus was always quick to remind would-be followers that following him would not be easy. Sacrifices 
would need to be made. Livelihoods, families and certain creature comforts would need to be left 
behind.  Crosses would need to be shouldered. This I know for sure: shouldering the crosses we are 
called to bear is always easier when we do it together, and not surprisingly, cross-bearing is at the very 
heart of what it means to be the church. We are not on this journey alone: we are a people in 
community, called to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice; to share one 
another’s burdens and celebrate when loads are lifted. As we anticipate Easter Sunday and envision the 
empty cross lifted high, may we commit ourselves anew to being a people who help others bear heavy 
crosses so that they ~ and we ~ might experience the abundant life God intended for all of humankind 
when the world was created. 

 
 

 
 

 

Lift High the Cross  
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APRIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
College Goodie Boxes 

This semester St. John’s will be sending Girl Scout 
Cookies to our college students. By doing so we are 
supporting Girl Scouts in our congregation who are 
not able to sell cookies as usual due to Covid safety 
protocols. We are asking for monetary donations to 
purchase cookies and cover shipping costs, instead 
of donated items to include in the boxes. Please 
make your check payable to St. John’s UCC and 
write “Goodie Boxes” in the memo section. Thank 
you for supporting our youth—both college students 
and Girl Scouts! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 ̶̶ ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶  ̶̶ 
 

ARTICLES DUE FOR MAY ISSUE 
DEADLINE: APRIL 11 

Leaders: Please provide articles for these coming 

events for the next Enlightener issue: 
 Ascension 
 Pentecost 

All submissions must include your name and phone 

number and be typed or printed. Submissions can be 

placed in the Enlightener bin in the Church Office 

(bottom bin) or emailed to erickinsey46@gmail.com. 

If you have questions, please call Eric Kinsey at 

215.513.2237. 

 

FROM THE CREATION STEWARDS 
 

Congratulations to Lansdale Borough on the 

installation of solar power stations at the electric 

plant, wastewater treatment 

plant, and borough hall. The 

borough has its own power 

company but has not 

generated its own electricity 

since 1972. It is expected that 

the solar power project will 

lower electric costs to 

residents while producing 

clean power. The borough is considering providing 

financial incentives to residents who install solar 

power systems for their homes. Way to go, Lansdale! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Creation Stewards have been communicating 

with a member of the Neshaminy Creek Watershed 

Association about environmental concerns with the 

proposed Neshaminy Greenway Trail, a bike and 

walking trail that runs through Dark Hollow Park in 

Warwick, Doylestown, and New Britain Townships in 

Bucks County. While all of us favor the creation of 

walking and biking trails, this proposal is potentially 

disastrous to the fragile environment along 

Neshaminy Creek.  The proposal includes clear-

cutting trees and the installation of blacktop paving 

close to the creek, which would harm wildlife in the 

area and lead to more flooding and erosion. There are 

other options for constructing the trail farther away 

from the waterway that would cause less damage. At 

our next Creation Stewards meeting on March 16 we 

will hear more from a representative of the 

association. For more information, visit the Neshaminy 

Creek Watershed Association Facebook page.  
 

 
Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family and friends of 
Bob Fehnel and Arlene Ott, who 
passed away recently.  

 

 

 

 

The Enlightener is published monthly except for July 
and August by St. John’s United Church of Christ, 

500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 
Eric Kinsey, Editor: erickinsey46@gmail.com 
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Financial Report: Sandy and Bob Taylor, 
Cotreasurers: 
Our February income of $54,854.87 (including 
budgeted transfer from our investments) exceeded our 
expenses of $50.655.25. Although we were behind in 
January, we caught up and are now about $3,210 
ahead year-to-date. The entire St. John’s team—
leadership, members, and friends, near and afar—
continue to keep our church moving ahead throughout 
this pandemic. 
Our 2021 commitment to “Our Church’s Wider Mission” 
(OCWM) remains at $46,460, or about $3,872 a 
month. February contributions were a bit disappointing 
at $3,035. But year-to-date we are ahead due to very 
generous contributions in January. 
Please feel free to share your questions or concerns 
with our Co-treasurers, Sandy and Bob Taylor. 

Staff Reports: 
Rev. Dr. Sue Bertolette, Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Sue stated Lansdale Borough has approved St. 
John’s request for Easter sunrise service at the band 
shell and the hillside at White’s Road Park on Sunday, 
April 4. Sue will contact the Hospitality Team leaders 
for availability of their team members. Communion will 
be individual-portion containers. Members are urged to 
call the office to sign up to attend so they can be 
checked in at the park. Those who attend without 
calling will need to provide their names and contact 
information in the event contact tracing is needed. 
The prayer vigil will be held between noon Maundy 
Thursday and noon Good Friday. Contact Rev. Sue to 
sign up for a half-hour time slot. 

Rev. Addie Stong, Associate Pastor: 
Carry-out Connection boxes for April and May are 
being planned. VBS will be discussed after Easter. 

Andrew Paulson, Minister of Music: 
The last Artist Series of the season will be held on 
Sunday, March 28, at 4 PM. 

[continued at right]

The concert will premiere on our Facebook page 
featuring the Chancel Choir performing St. John 
Passion: Readings and Responses for Choir, Organ 
and Congregation. 
Handbells will gather in person for the Easter Sunrise 
Service with a peal of bells. 

Abbie Lampe, Minister of Music for Children and 
Youth: 
Work continues on a modified version of the musical 
“Called,” which will be presented virtually in May. 

Lisa Delp, Office Administrator: 
Palms have been ordered for Palm Sunday. They will 
be placed in buckets outside for the congregation to 
pick up. 

Board Reports: 
Deacons 
o Flowers have been ordered for Easter and will be 

placed in the chancel area. 

Educators 
o Educators are assisting Bonnie Weber with the 

college boxes. 
o A to-go project is being planned for children who 

attend the Easter Sunrise Service. 

Elders 
o Chancel flower ministry will resume. Members who 

donate flowers can pick them up or Elders will 
deliver. 

Trustees 
o A service contact for the boilers is being investigated. 
o Missing downspouts are being repaired. Two 

additional downspouts are missing. These will be 
replaced with painted steel instead of copper due to 
cost. 

Old Business: 
Rev. Sue received a thank-you from Samson Tarpeh 
and school staff for St. John’s generous donation of 
$3000 to help with rent. Samson is appreciative of the 
opportunity for St. John’s members to assist with 
sponsoring a child or a donation to the scholarship 
fund. 

New Business: 
The Covid Planning Group will meet after Easter to 
discuss plans for resuming in-person worship. 
The Outreach Team will be at St. John’s on Palm 
Sunday from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM to collect Change 
for the Children when palms are picked up. Fairly 
traded items will be available. 

*Change to Mike Donahue’s email: 
msjerdonahue@gmail.com. 

*Additional email for Leroy Horst: 
lhorst09@yahoo.com. 
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Were You There? 
 

Thirty Years Ago: 

The Music Committee 

was reorganized, 

changing the Minister 

of Music position from 

part-time to full-time, and adding two 

handbell choirs, the Artist Series, and a 

part-time position of Director of 

Children’s Choirs. 

 

Twenty-five Years Ago: The possibility of 

forming a Men’s Group was discussed. Anyone 

interested was encouraged to talk to Bob Long or 

Pastor John. 

 

Twenty Years Ago: Attorney Carol Stever 

presented a seminar on legal issues facing retirees in 

the Corner Classroom. 

 

Fifteen Years Ago: St. John’s Parish Nurse 

Ministry offered a Heartsaver/Adult CPR/AED 

Class, a basic course in resuscitation. 

 

Ten Years Ago: A call went out for a few 

volunteers to join the Social Host Team. Anyone 

interested was asked to contact Patty Gedd. 

 

Five Years Ago: Many people helped produce our 

new Church Directory, which was available in the 

church office and during fellowship time. 

 

One Year Ago: Amos the Church Mouse 

encouraged us to add our Bible verses to the mix 

of brightly colored pieces of paper Pastor Addie 

provided near the bulletin board in front of the 

Sanctuary. 

2021 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING 
Friday, June 4–Saturday, June 5 

Deepening Our Journey Deepening Our Connection

Here is the chancel flower 

donation list for April 2021. 

Please review this list and 

contact the church office if 

you would like to remove, 

add, or update any 

information on the list. 

 

Reminder: The requested donation for the chancel 

flower listing is $25. Thank you! 

 

April 4 EASTER 

In memory of Charles A. Pool Jr.’s April 4th birthday 

from his daughter, Louella Trout 

In memory of Martine Boorse’s April 7th birthday from 

her husband, Richard 

In memory of Robert and Madge Chandler; Marvin, 

James, and Maryetta Moyer; and Benjamin, Betty, and 

Helen A. Hammel from the LaVerne Moyer family and 

the Carol and Ben Hammel family 

 

April 11 

In memory of Carol Smith from Jim (Smith), Anne, and 

Dan 

In memory of Dr. and Mrs. E. Willard Hartzell’s April 

16th wedding anniversary from their daughter, Dee 

Reedman, and family 

In memory of Mary C. Fritz’s April 16th birthday from 

her family 

In memory of Marvin Roshong’s April 17th birthday 

from his wife, Jean, and family 

 

April 18 

In remembrance of the 81st wedding anniversary of 

parents, Grace, and the late Pete Ehly, on April 20th, 

from their daughter, Dean 

In memory of Verna Kile’s April 23rd birthday from her 

granddaughter, Melody Bergey 

In memory of Warren and Lorraine Badger's wedding 

anniversary on April 23rd from their children, David 

and Melodie Badger and Susan and John Hendricks 

In memory of Betty Focht’s April 24th birthday from her 

family, Sally, Steve, and Eric Jarinko 

 

April 25 

In loving memory of Charles W. Lutter’s April 29th 

birthday from his family 

In memory of William Roberts from his wife, Nancy 
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Summary of Last Month and 

YTD Income and Expense 
February 

2021 

Jan–Feb 

2021 

Ordinary Income/Expense   

 Income   

  Current Tithes/Offerings    38,819.00      70,671.00 

  Event Income/Fundraisers           25.00             25.00 

  Flowers         195.00           445.00 

  Rental Income      6,150.00        8,400.00 

  Use-of-Building Income      1,000.00        1,000.00 

  Misc. Unrestricted Income         443.90           575.90 

  Int. Income, 

  Savings Accounts 
 

            0.89 

 

              1.87 

 Total Income 46,633.79   81,118.77 

Gross Income 46,633.79   81,118.77 

 Expense   

  Salaries and Benefits    34,583.12      69,170.22 

  Deacons Expenses         339.00           389.00 

  Educators Expenses         966.48           966.48 

  Elders Expenses           73.89           132.92 

  Trustees/Building Expenses         440.25        1,178.46 

  Building Operation Expenses      8,488.43      14,095.28 

  Operating Expenses      5,523.69        9,610.14 

  Miscellaneous Expenses         240.39           808.45 

 Total Expense 50,655.25   96,350.95 

Net Ordinary Income –4,021.46 –15,232.18 

 Budgeted Transfers 

 From Investments 
     9,221.08      18,442.16 

Net Ordinary Income 

Plus Transfers 
  5,199.62     3,209.98 

Other Income/Expense   

 Other Income   

  Artist Series Income— 

  Special 
 

        300.00 

 

          650.00 

  Benevolence Offerings      4,678.50      14,544.00 

  Special Accounts      3,749.50        9,106.25 

 Total Other Income   8,728.00   24,300.25 

 Other Expense   

  Artist Series Fund 

  Expenditures 
 

            0.00 

 

          300.62 

  Benevolence Disbursements      4,396.27      25,786.77 

  Special Fund Expenditures      4,010.08        8,257.87 

 Total Other Expense   8,406.35   34,345.26 

 Net Other Income      321.65 –10,045.01 

Net Income –3,699.81 –25,277.19 

Net Income Plus Transfers   5,521.27   –6,835.03 

 

 
Having just been outside 
scurrying around the church 
grounds and watching St. 
John’s gardeners spruce up 
things for Easter, 

it is time for a cup of tea and a few delicious Girl Scout cookies 
that I purchased from Troop 7295 (two of whose young 
members—Katie Baker and Siobhan Morris—are familiar 
faces in our church family). I must confess, it is good to see 
those mounds of snow that were piled high in St. John’s 
parking lots finally melted and gone! It is even better to see 
pansies and geraniums brightening our flower beds and 
beautiful flowering plant arrangements greeting us at every 
turn. We are fortunate to have so many folks in our St. John’s 
family with green thumbs and a willingness to volunteer their 
time so that all of us might enjoy God’s Creation at its finest! 
Speaking of sprucing up things for Easter: My favorite holiday 
of the entire church year will be here on April 4 and, 
thankfully, this year we will be able to celebrate once again in 
Whites Road Park on Easter morning with an in-person 
worship service at 7:00 AM. This service will be in addition to 
the prerecorded video service that may be accessed on 
YouTube and St. John’s Facebook page Easter morning at 10:15. 
A few things will be a bit different from what we have 
experienced in recent years at Whites Road Park. For starters, 
you will need to call and let the church know you are planning 
to attend. All worshippers will be asked to wear a mask and 
practice safe distancing, which will be quite doable because the 
service will take place on the hill near the band shell, allowing 
folks to spread out while still seeing and hearing all that goes 
on. There will be no food served following worship, and in 
place of the usual Easter egg hunt for the children, there will 
be a special goodie bag for them to take along home. 
Communion will be shared using individually wrapped 
communion elements, making this part of the Easter 
celebration safe and accessible to all. I am so excited about 
seeing my St. John’s family on Easter that I have already 
attached a sticky note to my alarm clock, reminding me to set 
it so that I am awake bright and early on Easter morning and 
do not miss a moment of the festivities. 
As I sip and savor my tea, please know that I am thinking of 
each of you and praying for you, my pew mates, with whom I 
have sat virtually for the past year and with whom I am looking 
forward to connecting in person real soon! 
AMOS 

 

News from the Pews 
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Universal Movement 
 
1. 
Is everything growing 
legs or is it just me? 
These days when 
I set something 
down like my pen 
or my watch 
or my keys, some 
universal force 
of dispersion or 
attraction seems 
to lure it somewhere 
else and I’m left 
searching for every 
thing on my own. 
 
2. 
Like a game of 
hide-and-seek 
the things of my 
life wander away. 
 
I try not to take 
it personally as 
I’m sure they delight 
in their liberation. 
I imagine their 
wonderful adventures 
unburdened by reason 
and responsibility. They 
must behave without 
regard to their 
parochial purposes— 
freely dancing their 
secret unclothed dances 
and ominously chanting 
their wondrous 
incantations with 
no witnesses to 
remind them of 
propriety and necessary function. 
 

I’m happy for their 
independent escapades 
but sometimes I worry 
and wander to where 
I saw them last. 
I look carefully and call 
out softly. When they still 
don’t come sometimes I 
have to take a deep breath 
and pause so as not 
to get upset. (That just 
encourages their 
bad behavior.) 
 
Eventually, most things 
come back. I don’t ask 
too many questions or 
make a big fuss when 
they sheepishly reappear. 
I’m happy to see them 
and have them with me 
again. Their increasingly 
frequent excursions remind 
me of the days to come 
when our mutual 
wandering will increase 
toward full entropy. 
 
I suppose in that 
wondrous darkness we 
will all dance endlessly 
together without containment, 
but for now I’m happy 
with our limited partnership— 
temporary though it may be. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Rynick     July 2020 
drynick@gmail.co 
David invites people to access his writings of 
encouragement and consolation at 
davidrynick.com/blog  
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St. John’s is on YouTube! 

 
Visit our new YouTube Channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLuH_oZj0sekSIloPF_bsWA 
to view the following video Holy Week events: 

 
Palm Sunday Worship: Sunday, March 28th at 10:15am 

St. John Passion, The Finale of the 33rd Artist Series Season: Sunday, March 28th at 4pm 
Maundy Thursday Worship: Thursday, April 1st at 7:30pm 

Easter Sunday Worship: Sunday, April 4th at 10:15am 
 

While you are on our YouTube Channel, be sure to view all of the videos we have made 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, including: Virtual Choir Anthems, Past Video Worship 

Services, and Virtual Artist Series Concerts. 
 

Finding our YouTube Channel is easy! Follow these steps to ensure you do not miss any 
of our upcoming events: 

 
1) Type in https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLuH_oZj0sekSIloPF_bsWA in 

your internet browser to go directly to our YouTube Channel. Alternatively, you 
can go to YouTube.com and type ‘St. John’s UCC Lansdale PA’ in the search bar 
and locate our YouTube Channel from the results. 

 

2) After you arrive at our YouTube Channel, click the red ‘subscribe’ button near 
the top of the page. 

 

3) Next, click the bell icon to receive notifications whenever a video has been 
uploaded or a watch party is occurring.  

 

4) That’s it! As an event nears, go to our YouTube Channel a few minutes early and 
the video will start at the scheduled time.  

 

5) In an effort to reach as many individuals as possible this Holy Week, please 
share this information with friends and family!  

 
 

Did you miss an event, or want to go back and watch it again? You are in luck! Each video 
is stored on our YouTube channel after the initial watch party, making it easy to watch 

any of our videos at your convenience. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLuH_oZj0sekSIloPF_bsWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLuH_oZj0sekSIloPF_bsWA
http://youtube.com/

