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In a recent In-Touch Tuesday, I made reference to a Facebook post by writer Shauna Niequist.
The words of her post are paired with a picture of what she sees when she looks out her
window: a beautiful New York City chapel, the outside of which is completely surrounded by
scaffolding. Shauna has beautiful thoughts about her view and what it means to be people
“under construction”, doing the messy work of life. I reflected on her thoughts by challenging
us to envision ourselves surrounded by scaffolding, showing the world that we are a “work in
progress”, as we constantly allow God to rebuild, restore, and renew.
Since I shared these words, several church members have expanded on this idea and have
shared their thoughts with me about what it looks like and feels like to be “scaffolded” by God.
One shared that, “…at times, when we feel that we could fall over as we work through, that
scaffolding is there to hold us up, so we do not fall.” Another passed along the image to a
family member as a reminder of God’s “scaffolding of love” surrounding her as a source of
protection and strength. And yet another was comforted by the idea of God tending to and
taking care of us, whether we need “just a few minor repairs or a major renovation”. Any way
you look at it, God is at work in and around us, and for that we give thanks.
This image of scaffolding is certainly about support, protection, strength, care, and renovation.
It is about allowing us to uncover and preserve what was, while also envisioning and creating
what will be. As we look ahead to the day in which we will gather together for in-person
worship and as things slowly begin to return to what we remember from before the pandemic,
the temptation is to think only in terms of bringing our church back to its “former glory” of preCovid times. In truth, I believe our call now is the call of the church in every age, which is the
delicate balance and holy work of preservation, presence, and prophecy.
Together, we will give thanks for the foundation that has sustained us and celebrate its beauty
as we uncover and restore it. Together, we will admire the beauty of who we are at this point in
time and give thanks for the ways in which we have adapted, changed, and weathered. And
together, we will look forward, with hope, into the future that has yet to be, knowing that God
has yet more work to do (and for us to do, too) and yet more beauty in store for our St. John’s
community!

Staff Reports:

May 2021
NEWS FROM CHURCH COUNCIL

Rev. Dr. Sue Bertolette, Senior Pastor:
Approximately 165 people were at the Easter
Sunrise service, including 20 Hospitality Team
members. There was a sense of people gathering
and respecting each other’s space for possible safe
return to in-person worship.
A retreat for the Confirmation class is planned for
this summer. Confirmation may be postponed until
autumn because of the need to finish the class from
last year and the late start with class this year.
Rev. Addie Stong, Associate Pastor:
May will be the last month for the Carry-Out
Connection boxes. VBS is being planned and will
likely be in hybrid format over the summer.
Andrew Paulson, Minister of Music:
Children’s Choir continues to prepare for their
musical. There is hope for a return of ensembles
participating in summer during in-person worship.

Financial Report: Sandy and Bob Taylor,
Cotreasurers:
March was another good month financially at St.
John’s. Our income of $56,840.47 (including
budgeted transfer from our investments) exceeded
our expenses of $47,193.87. Entering March, we
were ahead year-to-date by about $3,210, so now
we are ahead YTD by about $12,857. Thanks to the
efforts and contributions of many people, our
church continues to serve and thrive during this
challenging time.
Our 2021 commitment to “Our Church’s Wider
Mission” (OCWM) remains at $46,460, or about
$3,872 a month. March contributions were $4,118.
We remain ahead year-to-date mostly due to very
generous contributions in January. Let’s keep
attending to this important commitment.
A generous gift from a charitable trust was given to
the church and divided into current expenses,
OCWM, and the GEM Fund.
Please feel free to share your questions or concerns
with our Cotreasurers, Sandy and Bob Taylor.
[continued at right]

Abbie Lampe, Minister of Music for Children and
Youth:
The musical “Called” will be presented virtually in
May.
Lisa Delp, Office Administrator:
St. John’s gave $235 in grocery cards. The Lansdale
Rotary contacted St. John’s concerning use of the
Anchor House lot for Lansdale Day.
Board Reports:
Deacons
o Nothing new to report.
Educators
o Seventeen goodie boxes were sent to college
students. Thank you to all who contributed and
to Bonnie Weber for packing and mailing.
o Educators donated candy and filled 48 carry-out
Easter egg treat bags to hand out after the Easter
Sunrise service.
Elders
o Flower ministry continues.
Trustees
o Repairs to the boilers were completed.
o The shortage of pavers is causing a delay in
walkway completion on Anchor House property.
[continued on next page]
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Trustees will contact contractor to discuss timing.
o Grading and seeding of the lot is proposed for
fall.
o Smoke detectors are aging. Trustees are
proposing all sensors be replaced. Kistler-O’Brien
quoted $5,856.90 to replace all 28 sensors. A
question was raised regarding a motion or a vote
on expenditure. Grace stated there is $9,000 in the
Trustee budget for repairs and maintenance. No
Council vote is needed for Trustees to use this
budget for repairs and/or maintenance. Trustees
will proceed with replacement of all sensors.
Creation Stewards
o Advancing the program has been put on hold
due to the pandemic. It is hoped the congregation
will endorse the covenant and program, which
includes environmental justice, climate change,
and economic equality, in the future.
New Business:
Covid Planning Group
The group met in April to discuss possible
reopening and in-person worship. The vaccines
and better understanding of the virus now make
reopening a possibility.
Reopening
This could occur sometime in June and run to
Labor Day. There would be one short service at 9
AM. Approximately 150 masked congregants would
most likely be escorted to the pew in which they
wish to sit to avoid stopping and talking with
others. Attendees would need to call the office to
attend. There will be no singing, but there will be
music during the service. Those in attendance will
be encouraged to go outside for fellowship. There
will no indoor fellowship. Communication will be
sent to the congregation in the next few weeks.
Lansdale Day
The basket raffle is usually held in front of St.
John’s during Lansdale Day but may be moved to
September along with Celebration Sunday.
Church Picnic
Plains Mennonite Church is using their pavilion at
50% capacity (75 people). It was felt it is not wise to
hold a picnic in June, but possibly in September.

News From The Pews
This little church mouse loves
the springtime, especially
because it means being
outdoors more and being able
to connect with my St. John’s
family! As you might expect,
I was up bright and early on Easter morning,
determined not to be late for the sunrise service
at Whites Road Park. Wearing a warm hat to
keep my ears toasty and mittens for my tiny
paws, I scurried down Richardson Avenue to the
park, arriving just as members of the Hospitality
Team were welcoming folks and offering
directions for where to park and how to get to
the bandshell. I chose a front row seat—
literally—as a I claimed a spot alongside Don
Reese, who provided beautiful guitar music for
the service. While I missed watching the children
hunt for Easter eggs, I loved seeing the
expressions on their faces (yes, I could tell they
were smiling, even though it was behind their
masks) as they claimed their Easter goodie bags
to take home and enjoy. As for the individually
wrapped communion elements, they worked
beautifully and were a great way to keep things
safe. I was just disappointed because it meant no
trays of communion bread with crumbs left
behind for me to enjoy!
More recently, I showed up in the Church Library
as this year’s Confirmation Class met in person
for the first time. Previously, they had been
meeting via Zoom, but because the class is small
(five wonderful 7th graders this year), Pastors
Sue and Addie felt it was safe to meet together at
church. Not only did I thoroughly enjoy seeing
them interact with each other; I also learned a
thing or two about the Ten Commandments that
I had never known before. Who says you can’t
teach an old church mouse new tricks?!?
Perching quietly in the corner of the Library at a
recent church staff meeting, my ears perked up
as plans were being made to once again gather in
person for worship at St. John’s, starting at some
point in the month of June. There will be more
details in the days ahead, but the prospect of
seeing folks in the pews again on a Sunday
morning makes my heart happy. I have my
Sunday best ready to wear and masks to match,
so here’s to seeing you in the pews as we move
forward with great care and as we keep on being
the church in the meantime!
AMOS
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Were You There?
Thirty Years Ago: Wyncote
Home residents visited St.
John’s and were our
guests for a noon meal and
a church tour.
Twenty-five Years Ago: May 5 was designated as
choir appreciation Sunday. All of St. John’s groups—
singers and ringers, children and adults—were
featured during morning worship.
Twenty Years Ago: World-renowned geneticist Dr.
Olivia M. White was the retreat leader and keynote
speaker at the PSEC annual Spring Women’s Retreat.
Fifteen Years Ago: The North Penn Association
hosted an evening of fellowship and dialogue on
same-sex marriage in response to the 2005 UCC
General Synod’s resolution in support of equal
marriage rights.
Ten Years Ago: Rev. Ryan and several church
members taught a special Mixed Company Adult
Sunday School Class series using the resource

Sacred Rhythm: Spiritual Practices That Nourish Your
Soul and Transform Your Life.
Five Years Ago: A monthly series of presentations on
health-related topics associated with chronic
conditions kicked off this May called “Help Yourself to
Healthy Living.”
One Year Ago: As with most other months in 2020,
there was no in-person worship service in May and no
Enlightener published due to the uncertainty of the
conditions surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the family and friends of Ian Brown
and Marco Wilkinson, who passed
away recently.

Chancel Flower Ministry
Below you will find the chancel
flower donation list for May
Thank you!
2021. Please review this list and
contact the church office if you
would like to remove, add, or
update any information on the list.
Reminder: requested donation for the chancel flower listing is $25.
May 9 MOTHER’S DAY
In memory of their mothers, Ruth Ekberg and Mae Brown,
from Sandy and Scott
In memory of Marie Evans from Jeane, Robert, and Beth Fritz
In memory of Mary Fritz from Robert, Jeane, and Beth Fritz
In memory of Lillian Wurster’s birthday and Mother’s Day
from her daughter, Christine Wiley
In memory of Nancy Schultz on Mother’s Day from her
daughter Merle Anne Morcom and Walter Hawkins
In memory of Sue Wilson on Mother’s Day from her
daughters
In memory of Mary Franks from her parents, Donald and
Suzanne Franks
In loving memory of her sister Bonnie Stott from Nancy
Roberts
In memory of Denise Kasander from Ted, Jack, and Ben
Kasander
Happy Mother’s Day to our dear mother Lorene K. Ahrens
from her loving family
In memory of Daniel Elliott on our May 15th wedding
anniversary from his wife, Elizabeth
In memory of George Ruth’s May 15th birthday from Chriss
Bodde and family
In memory of Robert and Marion Gilbert from Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Gibson and Family
In honor of the 100th birthday of Grace Ehly on May 15th
from her daughter, Dean Meacham
May 16
In memory of Paul and Betty Fehnel from Jean Fehnel
In memory of Willoughby Moyer and loved ones from Jackie
Hunsberger and Grace Moyer
May 23
In memory of Paul H. “Buck” Bergey’s May 23rd birthday
from his daughter, Melody
May 30
In memory of Philip Richart Jr.’s May 30th Birthday from
Holly and Ken Fisher and the Kim and John Milliron family
From Edna McGinley in memory of her mother Edna’s June
3rd birthday
In memory of June Hendricks’s June 1st birthday from her
nephew, John, and Susan Hendricks.
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Summary of Last Month And
YTD Income And Expense
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Current Tithes/Offerings
Event Income/Fundraisers
Flowers
Investment Income
Rental Income
Use of Building Income
Misc. Unrestricted Income
Int. Income, Savings Accounts
Total Income
Gross Income
Expense
Salaries and Benefits
Elders Expenses
Deacons Expenses
Educators Expenses
Trustees/Building Expenses
Building Operation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Miscellaneous Expenses
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Budgeted Transfers From
Investments
Net Ordinary Income Plus
Transfers
Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Artist Series Income―Special
Benevolence Offerings
Special Accounts
Total Other Income
Other Expense
Artist Series Fund Expenditures
Benevolence Disbursements
Special Fund Expenditures
Total Other Expense
Net Other Income
Net Income
Net Income Plus Transfers

Mar
2021

Jan–Mar
2021

43,508.15
20.00
535.00
336.31
3,050.00
120.00
385.27
0.97
47,955.70
47,955.70

114,179.15
45.00
980.00
336.31
11,450.00
1,120.00
961.17
2.84
129,074.47
129,074.47

34,445.62
337.89
100.00
731.10
972.72
6,017.30
4,390.60
198.64
47,193.87
761.83
8,884.77

103,615.84
470.81
489.00
1,697.58
2,151.18
20,112.58
14,000.74
1,007.09
143,544.82
−14,470.35
27,326.93

9,646.60

12,856.58

275.00
7,080.00
3,888.00
11,243.00

925.00
21,624.00
12,994.25
35,543.25

0.00
4,491.50
124.20
4,615.70
6,627.30
7,389.13
16,273.90

300.62
30,278.27
8,382.07
38,960.96
−3,417.71
−17,888.06
−5,031.48

Creation Stewards Committee
This article by Rickie Sands
RESIDENTIAL PICKUP
 Paper, cardboard
 Plastic: bottles and jugs
Nos. 1–7
 Glass: clear, green, and
brown containers
 Metal: aluminum, steel, tin, and bimetal (steel + tin)
cans and containers
Plastic bags can be taken to most supermarkets for
special recycling methods.
Lansdale Borough has a great website for more
information: lansdale.org/459/residential-curbsiderecycling
Montgomery County has the following recycling
programs and a website to find out how to recycle
anything.
 Electronics Collection Program
 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program
 Campaign Sign Recycling Program
 Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Truckload Sale
 Paper Shredding Program
 Tire Collection Program
montcopa.org/1923/a-z-recycling-what-to-do-whenyoure-done
Bucks County residents can go to
buckscounty.org/docs/defaultsource/pc/2018recyclingguide.pdf?sfvrsn=0
Philadelphia County residents can go to
phila.gov/programs/recycling-program
ELECTRONICS are a special problem due to toxic
components and will not be taken by trash companies.
Lansdale Borough recommends retrievr.com where you
can schedule a pickup. They collect all clothing and
small electronics for free. On the day of your
appointment, bag your items and leave them on your
porch. Please make sure they’re sheltered from the
weather; they need your items to stay dry. If you
prefer, you can leave your items just inside your door
and ask that they ring the bell when they arrive. They
only charge a convenience fee for the following items:
 $10 for each microwave
 $35 for each TV under 150 lb and monitors that use
a cathode ray tube (CRT)
 $100 for each TV 150 lb or more, such as those with
wooden cabinets or rear-projection TVs
 $50 for each dehumidifier
 $50 for each window air-conditioner
 $50 for each mini refrigerator under 50 lb

5

ARTICLES DUE FOR JUNE ISSUE DEADLINE: MAY 9
Leaders: Please provide articles for these coming
events for the next Enlightener issue:




Graduates
Father’s Day
64th Anniversary of the UCC

All submissions must include your name and phone
number and be typed or printed. Submissions can
be placed in the Enlightener bin in the Church
Office (bottom bin) or emailed to
erickinsey46@gmail.com. If you have questions,
please call Eric Kinsey at 215.513.2237.
The Enlightener is published monthly except for July
and August by St. John’s United Church of Christ,
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, Pennsylvania 19446
Eric Kinsey, Editor: erickinsey46@gmail.com
May Day (May 1) is a holiday rich in history and
folklore, celebrating the return of spring!
ORIGINS OF MAY DAY
May Day has its roots in astronomy. We’re about
halfway between the spring equinox and the
summer solstice! It’s one of the Celtic cross-quarter
days, which celebrated the midway points between
all solstices and equinoxes of the year.
As with many early holidays, May Day was rooted
in agriculture. Springtime celebrations filled with
dance and song hailed the sown fields starting to
sprout. Cattle were driven to pasture, special
bonfires were lit, and both doors of houses and
livestock were decorated with yellow May flowers.

Originally, the Maypole was a living tree brought in
from the woods with much merrymaking. Ancient
Celts danced around the tree, praying for good
crops and fertility. For younger people, there was
the possibility of courtship. If paired by sundown,
the courtship continued so that the couple could get
to know each other and married 6 weeks later, on
June’s Midsummer’s Day. This is how the “June
Wedding” became a tradition.
In the Middle Ages, all villages had Maypoles.
Towns would compete to see who had the tallest or
best Maypole. Over time, this Old English festival
incorporated dance performances, plays, and
literature.
The strict Puritans of New England considered the
celebrations of May Day to be licentious and pagan,
so they forbade its observance, and the springtime
holiday never became an important part of
American culture as it has in many European
countries.
However, the Maypole dance became a common
rite of spring at colleges from the late 19th century
through the 1950s. Seen as a wholesome tradition,
this celebration often included class plays, Scottish
dancing, Morris dancing, a cappella concerts, and
various cultural dancing and music displays.
In the 1960s and 1970s, interest waned; the May
Queen and her court became more of a popularity
contest. Today, the Maypole dance is mainly
celebrated in schools (from elementary though
college) as a fun spring tradition and sometimes
medieval festival.

Later, celebrations evolved to speak more to the
“bringing in the May,” with the gathering of
wildflowers and green branches, the weaving of
floral garlands, the crowning of a May King and
Queen, and the setting up of a decorated May tree,
or Maypole, around which people danced. Such
rites originally may have been intended to ensure
fertility for crops and, by extension, for livestock
and humans, but in most cases this significance was
gradually lost, so that the practices survived largely
as popular festivities.
THE MAYPOLE DANCE
Wrapping a Maypole with colorful ribbons might be
the most known tradition that still exists in some
schools and towns.
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St. John’s Artist Series Update

Thank you to all patrons, supporters, and viewers of the 33rd St. John’s
Artist Series! Be sure to visit St. John’s YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLuH_oZj0sekSIloPF_bsWA
to view any of the virtual Artist Series events:
Do Not Fear, I Am with You: Music of Hope and Assurance
Savior of the Nations, Come: An Advent/Christmas Hymn Festival
St. John Passion: Reading and Responses for Holy Week

While you are on our YouTube Channel, be sure to view all our videos
made during the COVID-19 pandemic, including Virtual Choir Anthems
and past Video Worship Services. Additionally, be sure to click the red
‘subscribe’ button to ensure you don’t miss any new videos!
While final plans for the 34th St. John’s Artist Series are still uncertain, we
are hopeful that in-person events will return this fall. Whether virtual or
live, the 34th St. John’s Artist Series promises to bring the highest quality
of music to St. John’s and beyond!
Be on the lookout for updates on our Facebook Page, our website, the
Enlightener, and the Herald as the fall nears.
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