
 
 Service of Longest Night  

 Tuesday evening December 20, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each year as the holidays arrive also come a range of emotions. All around us we 
can sense excitement, anticipation, and joy. But we can also experience stress, 

loneliness, feelings of being overwhelmed, sadness, or the feeling of being 
disconnected or lost.  

 
The Service of Longest Night is an opportunity for anyone and everyone feeling out of 

sorts for any reason and who need some time to center, to reflect, to connect with 
companions of faith, and to be reminded that we are being held by a light that is 

stronger than darkness, whose love embraces us just as we are.  
 

We hope you will join us in the sanctuary for this meaningful time of prayer, reflection, and 
music led by piano and voice. 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Advent, a season of four Sundays as we prepare for the 
birth of Jesus Christ!  The fourth Sunday of Advent is a focus on peace.  

Jesus is the “Prince of Peace.”  As we anticipate Christ’s birth, we 
celebrate the peace that comes through God! 

 
 



Order of Worship 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 

500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 
10:15 AM – December 18, 2022 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

We Gather For Worship 
  

“Peace” 
 
 
 
 

CHIMES 
 

PRELUDE      Meditation on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”……………..……..Flor Peeters  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN      Come, O Long-Expected Jesus……………………………….……#122 
Stanzas 2 and 3 are sung in harmony. 

 

*ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING        Centering Around the Light of Peace 
 

Pastor: Christ is coming, the prince of peace is coming into the world with love and 
power. 
 

People: Come, O long expected Jesus, come to us and bring us peace; come to 
release us from our fears and struggles.  Come, Lord Jesus, and make us whole 
along with your ailing and aching world! 
 

Pastor: Peace is the power that overcomes violence, the absence of warfare and strife.  
We yearn for this kind of peace, a world in which harmony and justice prevail.    
 

People: We long for inner-peace as well.  Come, O long expected Jesus, come and 
show us the way toward wholeness, fill our hearts with the kind of peace that 
makes us more patient, more open, more serving, and more loving.  Come, Lord 
Jesus, bring us the peace we need. 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE             Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
The response is sung 3 times: first by the choir, and then twice be all. 

 
-Music and text (tr. Marian Pope) by Geonyong Lee 
Copyright © Geonyong Lee 
 
 
 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
If you would like more information, please contact the church office 215.855.5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org 

Dec 18 Sun  
8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 
11:45 AM 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Pastor Dale Meetup, Church Office 
Children’s Choir 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
New Member Informational Gathering, Library 

Dec 20 Tues 1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Access Service 
Service of Longest Night, Sanctuary 
AA 

Dec 21 Wed 6:00 PM Zoom Children’s Choir 

Dec 22 Thu 9:30 AM 
6:30 PM 
7:30 PM 

Enlightener Folding 
United Ringers 
Chancel Choir 

Dec 23 Fri 6:00 PM Chess 

Dec 24 Sat  
5:00 PM 

 
11:00 PM 

Christmas Eve 
Worship with carol singing and music from the Children’s 
Choir, piano, and organ. 
Worship of Lessons & Carols with music from the Chancel 
Choir, United Ringers, string quartet, piano, and organ.  
Communion. 

Dec 25 Sun Christmas Day 
A pre-recorded video service, including a message from our 

conference minister, Rev. Bill Worley, available to watch beginning 
at 9am on 

St. John’s Facebook Page, Website, and YouTube Channel, 
youtube.com/stjohnsucclansdalepa. 

 

The service will be accessible any time after to watch at your 
convenience. 

 

There will be no in-person gathering on Sunday, December 25. 

Dec 26 Mon  Church Office Closed – Christmas Day Observed 

Dec 27 Tues 7:00 PM AA 

Dec 30 Fri  
6:00 PM 

Church Office Closed 
Chess 

Jan 1 Sun  
 

10:15 AM 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 
One Worship Service 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 

Jan 2 Mon  Church Office Closed – New Year’s Day Observed 

 

Since we are anticipating a larger worship gathering at both Christmas 

Eve services, those who choose to wear a mask should feel free to do so.    
 
 

Join us Sunday, the first of January at 10:15 a.m. as we celebrate the arrival of the 
New Year with readings, reflections, and lighting of candles. 

Note, there is one worship service on January 1. 

mailto:office@st-johns-ucc.org


December 18, 2022 

• The Nursery will be open for you to use mindfully, if your little one needs a break. No 

volunteers will be on duty, so a parent, grandparent, or responsible adult must stay 

with their child. We ask that all those that make use of the nursery wear a mask if you 

are sharing that space with other families. 
 

• Today’s worship available later online on St. John’s Facebook Page, Website or 

YouTube Channel: youtube.com/stjohnsucclansdalepa 
 
 

• Please ask a Hospitality Team member for an audio device if you are having difficulty 

hearing the service.  
 
 

• CD’s of this morning’s service are available by contacting the church office.  
   
 

• Reminder:  The wheelchairs and first aid kit are stored in the "First Aid Closet" in the 

narthex (the door is clearly labeled).  The automatic external defibrillator (AED) is 

located in the church Library on the wall closest to the Sanctuary. 
 

Worship Assistants 
Hospitality:  Robin MacMullen, Team leader; Griff Francis, Stefanie Giampa, Sally Jarinko, 
Jenn Moyer   
Elder of the Morning:  Sue Clemens 
CD Technician:  Griff Francis 
Chancel Flower Ministry:  Tracey & Mark O’Neill 
Driver:  Scott Vanderburg 
Umbrella Ministry:  Marcia Stacy     
 

Chancel Flowers 
In memory of Robert & Cora Ellen Furniss from their son, David 
 

 

*WE CONFESS OUR SINS 
God, you are here, surrounding us always with your listening ear and gracious 

heart.  We talk a lot about peace and often assume it’s the other person, or the 

other country, or the other group that needs to change.  We say to ourselves: 

“If only they would change,” thereby taking ourselves off the hook, avoiding the 

work of becoming peacemakers ourselves.  God, we confess that we are much 

better at simply demanding peace of others rather than finding the peace we 

need to become faithful witnesses in the work of building trust, cooperation, 

and seeking the welfare of the larger community.  Remind us that peace is more 

than simply law and order, and that we have been called to a higher place, a 

place in which the commonwealth of humanity is served, health is restored, and 

new friendships formed.  Lord God, help us become that kind of peacemaker!  

AMEN. 
 

*WE ASK FOR MERCY      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel………………….…116 (Stanza 1) 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That morns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

*WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT OF GRACE 
 

*WE OFFER OUR PRAISE AND THANKS   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel...116 (Stanza 4) 
O come, O shoot of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny, 
From depths of hell your people save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

We Listen For God’s Word 
 

 

SCRIPTURE      Isaiah 7:10-16 (Pg. 603) 
 

Matthew 1:18-25  
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
 

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations with her 
until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

389

As of Novmber 30, 2022

Budgeted Monthly Income for Novmber $48,826.86

Actual Income for Novmber $40,770.54

Total Income Difference ($8,056.32)

Budgeted Monthly Expenses November $47,908.90

Actual Expenses for November $46,854.21

Total Expense Difference ($1,054.69)

YTD Budgeted Current Income for November $380,416.67

YTD Actual Current Income for November $335,063.47

Total Current Income Difference ($45,353.20)

YTD amnt. needed to fulfill OCWM pledge $44,249.33

YTD Actual Offering for OCWM $36,376.84

OCWM Difference ($7,872.49)

Weekly amount needed for Current Income 2022 $7,788.46

Weekly amount needed for OCWM 2022 $928.31

A Look at the Week of Decenber 5, 2022

Offering For Current Income $17,777.66

Offering For Our Church's Wider Mission $634.00

A Look at the Week of December 12, 2022

Offering For Current Income $10,852.84

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $1,402.00

http://youtube.com/stjohnsucclansdalepa


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE      Rev. Addie Stong              
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever. Amen 
 

ANTHEM      The Holly and The Ivy………………………………………………...June Nixon 
          Chancel Choir 
 

The holly and the ivy  
when they are both full grown, 
of all the trees that are in the wood  
the holly bears the crown, 
O the rising of the sun, 
the running of the deer, 
the playing of the organ 
sweet singing in the choir. 
 

The holly bears a prickle  
as sharp as any thorn 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
on Christmas Day in the morn, 
O the rising… 
 

The holly bears a bark 
as bitter as any gall 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
for to redeem us all, 
O the rising… 
 

The holly and the ivy 
when they are both full grown, 
of all the trees that are in the wood 
the holly bears the crown, 
O the rising… 
-English Traditional 
Copyright © 2010 Encore Publications 
 

SERMON      “Faith Disruptions” 
                      Rev. Dale Davis 
 

SILENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Respond in Faith 
 

*HYMN      Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear…………………………………………………..#105 
 

JOYS, CONCERNS, PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

WE HAND OVER TO GOD OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
  

 

My Soul Gives Glory to My God………….………………………………..…….#119 (Stanza 5) 
The response may be sung in harmony. 

 

Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress, 
Remembering past promises with present faithfulness. 

-Miriam Therese Winter 
Copyright © 1978, 1987 Medical Mission Sisters 
 

*WE OFFER UP OUR GIFTS    The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore……..#115 (Stanza 6) 
The response may be sung in harmony. 

 

O One who comes to set us free, O Child, to you our song will be, 
With Father, Spirit mothering, to you shall praise forever ring!  

-Charles Coffin (Tr. The New Century Hymnal) 
Copyright © 1993 The Pilgrim Press 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN Now Bless the God of Israel………………………………………...#110 
Stanza 2 in sung in harmony. 

 

*COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE    Toccata on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”………………Austin C. Lovelace 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Denotes Congregation Standing, if Able 
 

All anthem and hymn texts are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-721709 
 

 
We DO want to greet you! 

One of the marvelous aspects of worship following the second service each Sunday is the 
“Postlude.”  The pastors find it to be a moment of spiritual richness and delight; so you probably 
won’t find us exiting until it is finished.  Though there is no expectation that you sit for the Postlude, 
we want you to know that we will try to be available to greet you following the postlude each 
Sunday.  If you’d like to greet either or both of us, please feel free make your way to the front of 
the sanctuary!  
 
 
 

 

To give online through our secure platform, visit 
https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/stjohnsucc 

  

    
 

                                        

Scan here for online giving 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/stjohnsucc

