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You are invited to stand when indicated by an asterisk and speak the words in bold if able. 
 

WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
Without love, we have nothing. To love God, to love God’s creation, 

to love the people God made each and all of us to be ~ this is our purpose as people of faith. 
As Advent, the season of waiting, presses on, 

we wait for love by practicing it and by making space for the love we know is coming. 
We seek to live and be known as people of love, 

offering a light in the darkness of judgement, loneliness, and fear. 
We are choosing to center our lives around the light of Love. We light this candle today to symbolize 

the love that created us, the love we seek to share with the world, the love that guides us,  
and the love that we long for as we anticipate the birth of Christ. 

Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN 
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn – NCH 107 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Luke 1:26-38 

 

REFLECTION 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SHARING THE SACRED MEAL 
Holy Communion is served by intinction. You are invited to take a piece of bread and dip it into a chalice 

of non-alcoholic grape juice. A gluten-free station is also available. All are welcome! 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

*SUNG BENEDICTION 
Now Bless the God of Israel – Reverse Side of Bulletin 

 

Offering for this service can be placed in the baskets by the door or can be given electronically 
by scanning the QR code below. Thank you for supporting St. John’s United Church of Christ! 

 

 
 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Addie Stong, Rev. Dale Davis, Andrew Paulson, and Members of the Congregation 



NOW BLESS THE GOD OF ISRAEL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Ruth Duck, 1985, © 1992 GIA Publications 
Tune: FOREST GREEN, Traditional English Melody 
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