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Order of Worship 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 

500 W. Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 
10:15 am—December 24, 2023—Christmas Eve Family Service 

 

You are invited to stand when indicated by an asterisk if able.
 

CAROL PRELUDE 
It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Still, Still, Still 
Coventry Carol 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Infant Holy with He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child 

Settings by David Cherwien, Mark Sedio, Paul Manz, Victor Labenske, Larry Shackley, and Brant Adams 
 

JOYOUS WELCOME 
 

OPENING CAROL 
*O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
The candles of love, hope, joy, and peace are lit. 
 

ANTHEM 
A Star, A Song 
Hal Hopson 
 

A star shining in the dark,  
A song ringing through the night, 
These are the signs of the Holy birth.  
These are the wonders of God on earth. 
We look! We listen! We wait!  
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

God with us? How can it be?  
Adam’s own Son by God’s decree. 

This is the truth the prophets told.  
This is the One we soon will behold. 
God with us! Sing! Rejoice! 
 

A star! A song!  
Jesus is coming, His Star appears;  
Jesus is coming, The song the earth hears. 
“Gloria! Hodie!” “Glory! Today!” 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Luke 2:1-7 
The Christ Candle is lit while the passage is read. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns 
to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 
 

*Away in a Manger 
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Luke 2:8-14 
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

*Hark! The Herald-Angels Sing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them, and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it 
had been told them. 
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*Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good (The Friendly Beasts) 
All sing Stanzas 1-4. The organ interprets Stanza 5. All sing Stanza 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Today’s offering will be brought forward and dedicated during the singing of the carol. If you didn’t get a 
chance to drop your offering in the plates by the entrances, you are welcome to place your offering in a 
plate up front after the service or scan the QR code found on the final page of the bulletin to give 
electronically.  

 
FROM WORD TO SACRAMENT 
 

COMMUNION 
Communion will be shared by intinction, with a station in each transept for you to receive bread and dip it 
in the cup. Please make your way up the center aisle, visit either communion station, and then return to 
your seats via the side aisles. Both chalices contain grape juice. Gluten-free bread, as well as individually 
packaged elements, are available upon request. Most importantly, please know that Christ’s table is open 
to ALL. Everyone is welcome to participate in the sacrament of communion.   
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CLOSING CAROL 
*Joy to the World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 
Joy to the World 
Setting by David Cherwien 
 

 

Thank you for joining us for worship! Merry Christmas! 
 

Worship Leaders
Rev. Dale Davis: Interim Senior Pastor 
Rev. Addie Stong: Associate Pastor 
Andrew Paulson: Minister of Music 
Abbie Lampe: Minister of Music for Children & Youth 
Children’s Choir: The Hogan, Salmon, Rivett, Carson, and Hendricks Families 
Scripture Readers: Katie Baker, The Hogan Family, William and Freya Salmon, Carolyn and Gwen Rivett 
Communion Servers 

 
Copyright Information 

All texts and music are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-721709 or are in the public domain. 
 

A Star, A Song 
Text: Hal Hopson  

© 1975, The Choristers Guild  
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December 24, 2023 
The Nursery will be open for you to use mindfully, if your little one needs a break. No volunteers 
will be on duty, so a parent, grandparent, or responsible adult must stay with their child.  
 

Today’s worship service will be available later online on St. John’s Facebook Page, Website or 
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/stjohnsucclansdalepa 
 

Please ask a Hospitality Team member for an audio device if you are having difficulty hearing 
the service.  
 

CDs of this morning’s service are available by contacting the church office.  
 

Wheelchairs and first aid kits are stored in the "First Aid Closet" in the narthex (the door is 
clearly labeled). The automatic external defibrillator (AED) is located in the church Library on 
the wall closest to the Sanctuary. 
 
 

Worship Assistants 
Hospitality:  Robin MacMullen, Team leader; Peter Conver, Griff Francis, Stefanie Giampa, 
Carol Luehrs, Jenn Moyer, Matt Rivett 
Elder of the Morning:  Anne Kinsey 
CD Technician:  David Douglass 
Chancel Flower Ministry:  Mary Billy 
Driver:  Scott Vanderburg 
Umbrella Ministry:  Susan Hendricks 
 
 

Chancel Flowers 
In memory of Nancy & Bob Schultz and Harry & Juliet and Minnie Schultz from Merle Anne 
Morcom & Walter Hawkins 
 

In memory of Robert & Cora Ellen Furniss from their son, David 
 

In memory of Earl Bruce Kirk’s December 28th birthday, from his daughter, Barbara Kirk 
 
 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446       Office: 215.855.5489          email: office@st-johns-ucc.org 

If you would like more information about St. John’s please speak with one of the staff  
or visit our website at http://www.st-johns-ucc.org 

Rev. Dale Davis, M. Div., Interim Senior Pastor          Rev. Adelaide L. Stong, M. Div., Associate Pastor 
Andrew Paulson, M.M., M.A., Minister of Music          Abbie Lampe, Minister of Music for Children & Youth         

Lisa Delp, Church Admin.          Leroy Horst, Buildings & Grounds Supervisor          Bill Bergey, Custodian  
         Liz Rivett, Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://youtube.com/stjohnsucclansdalepa
http://www.st-johns-ucc.org/
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This Week at St. John’s 
    If you would like more information, please contact the church office 215.855.5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org    

Dec 24 Sun  
10:15 am 

 
 
 
 

10:15 pm 
 
 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve 
Morning Worship, Communion @ 10:15am 
Prelude begins @ 10am 
Music from the Children’s Choir, Piano, and Organ 
Fellowship 
 
Evening Worship, Communion @ 10:15pm 
Prelude begins @ 10pm 
Music from the Chancel Choir, United Ringers, String Quartet,  
Piano, and Organ 
Candle lighting 

Dec 25 Mon  Christmas Day – Office Closed 

Dec 26 Tue 7:00 pm AA 

Dec 27 Wed  NO Wednesday Night Live 

Dec 31 Sun  
9:00 am 
10:15 am 

 

First Sunday after Christmas 
NO Connect 3, Activity Room 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
Fellowship 

Jan 1 Mon  New Year’s Day – Office Closed 

Jan 2 Tue 7:00 am AA, NAMI 

Jan 3 Wed  
5:00-7:00 pm 

5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

 

Wednesday Night Live 
Community Meal, Assembly Hall  
Evening Worship, Fireside Room  
Adult Education, Library 
NO ensemble rehearsals. Ensemble rehearsals resume on January 10. 

Jan 5 Fri 6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Chess 
Lansdale Montessori School Open House 

Jan 6 Sat 9:30 am Unhanging of the Greens 

Jan 7 Sun  
9:00 am 

 
10:15 am 

Epiphany Sunday 
Praying Hands 
Connect 3, Activity Room 
Morning Worship, Sanctuary, Communion 
Fellowship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
***Important Notice*** 

All donations designated for 2023 must be 
received in the church office by Monday, 
December 25.  Donations received after that date 
will be credited to your 2024 donation account. Your 
contributions may be delivered in-person on 
Christmas Eve, mailed to the church, or placed in the 
drop box located at the entrance by the church ramp. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To give online through our secure 
platform, visit 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/stjohnsucc 
 

Scan here for online giving 

 

mailto:office@st-johns-ucc.org
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2023 Poinsettias 
 
 
In memory of my loving husband, Alan Johnston, from Judy Johnston 
 

In memory of Warren & Lorraine Badger from John & Susan Hendricks 
 

A thank you to my loving church family who have supported me through challenging times 
from Judy Johnston 
 

In memory of Lois Detweiler, Dennis Moyer, Ruth Moyer and Theodore Smith from Jean & 
Tom Beggs 
 

In memory of my family, Mom, Dad & Glenn, from Margie Jewell 
 

In memory of Dr. Bill & Polly Hartzell from Dee Reedman & family 
 

In memory of June Hendricks from John & Susan Hendricks 
 

In memory of Anna & Daniel Henninger from Lyn & Don Huntsinger 
 

In memory of Blanche & Archie Huntsinger from Lyn & Don Huntsinger 
 

In memory of loved ones from the Keim/Baker family 
 

In memory of loved ones from James, Fran and Siobhan Morris 
 

In memory of loved ones from Judy Koenig 
 

In memory of Charles R. May from Connie May 
 

In loving memory of our son, Shane R. Morcom, from Merle Anne Morcom & Walter 
Hawkins 
 

In memory of my parents, Catharine & Albert Munzinger, from Kay Fiala 
 

In memory of our parents from Judy & Chuck Neidhardt 
 

In memory of my special friend, Jim Stevenson, from Cliff Kneipp 
 

In memory of Emma, Earl, Alma and Bertha Swartley from John & Susan Hendricks 
 

In memory of Thomas Timko and Tobi Timko from Vada Timko 
 

In memory of Bob & Bette Trevorah from the Trevorah family 
 

In memory of Alberta Walsh from the Trevorah family 
 


