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You are invited to stand when indicated by an *asterisk and speak or sing the words in bold if able. 
 

WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather today to worship the one who created us and wove us together into community… 

The one who calls us to be the body of Christ, 
The one who equips us to do the work of the gospel, 

The one whose love for us teaches us how to love others. 
With joyful, open hearts, let us worship God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN 
Spirit of Love – NCH 58 

Stanza 1 is sung by the soloist. All sing Stanzas 2 and 3. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
Romans 12 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this 
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; 
be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to 
strangers. 
 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those 
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim 
to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of 
all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” Instead, “if 
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you 
will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

REFLECTION 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

 



HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Holy Communion is served by intinction. You are invited to take a piece of bread and dip it into a chalice 
of non-alcoholic grape juice. A gluten-free station is also available. All are welcome. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts  
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION 
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, © 1969 Contemporary Worship I, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

Offering for this service can be placed in the baskets by the door or can be given electronically 
by scanning the QR code below. Thank you for supporting St. John’s United Church of Christ! 
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