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Looking Back and Looking Forward 
 

Even though the weather can’t seem to make up its mind, I think it’s safe to say that we have begun to shift 

gears and set our sights on the new season ahead.  As usual, we sailed right into September and all that it 

holds for us here at St. John’s.  But before the leaves change and I have to stop wearing sandals, I wanted 

to take a moment to reflect briefly on the summer.  I want to first and foremost express my deep gratitude 

for all of your support, prayers, encouragement, and most importantly, trust.  In the spirit of my deep 

commitment to authenticity, I will not pretend that this summer wasn’t challenging for me.  I was stretched 

as a leader, as a decision-maker, as a preacher, and as a follower of Christ, right alongside of you.  As is 

usually the case, however, the beauty of stretching is that it almost always leads to growth.  I am still 

discovering areas of growth within myself as a result of my time in leadership this summer, but I have no 

doubt that with continued processing, preaching, praying, (and maybe a few more naps), I will be able to 

fully realize the ways in which God used those two “solo” months to refine and shape me.  On the “other 

side” of a period of time that felt quite scary to me, I can still whole-heartedly say that it is a joy and a 

privilege to be your pastor and to serve alongside Rev. Sue, my beloved partner–in-crime. From my heart 

to yours, please be encouraged that with God, and with wonderful people shoring us up, we can do hard 

things, and even that which seems impossible is, in fact, just another opportunity for growth.  

 

All my best ,  

  

 

. . . And, while Rev. Addie was “holding the fort,” I was experiencing a time of growth and learning of my 

own. Because reading has always fed and challenged me, much of my sabbatical time was spent with a 

book in hand. By the end of the summer, I had read 14 books (I will include a list of those books in next 

month’s Enlightener), each of which impacted me in significant ways. I spent time journaling and 

reflecting on my 37 years of ministry: the ups and downs, the joys and challenges, what has been 

accomplished and what lies ahead. Over and over again, I was reminded of how much I have learned from 

you, the wonderfully motley crew God has called me to serve and among whom I have had the privilege of 

living out my call to ministry. You have taught me more than any book I have ever read, you have 

challenged me to be my best self, but most importantly, you have loved me, and for that I am thankful, 

beyond words. As summer drew to a close, I was eager to return to St. John’s and to you, the church family 

I so love. While I knew you were in the best of hands during my absence, I also knew that leading St. 

John’s is not a one pastor undertaking. Both Rev. Addie and I agree: two are definitely better than one! So, 

with a renewed commitment to serving and leading you, and discerning together what God is calling us to 

become, we look toward the future with hope and with joy. 
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Church School Sundays 9:00 AM 

Worship Sundays 8:00 & 10:15 AM 

 

MEETINGS 

AA Tuesdays 

Fridays 

7:30 PM 

8:30 PM 

AGM 10/1 & 22 Noon–1:30 PM 

Azul Dance 10/9 1:00–3:00 PM 

Boards and Council 

Meetings 

10/9 7:00 & 8:00 PM 

Brownies and Girl 

Scouts 

10/2 & 16 

Tuesdays 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Chess Club Fridays 6:00 PM 

Outreach 10/30 4:30 PM 

Health Ministry 10/1 After Worship 

NAMI 10/3 7:00 PM 

Prayer Group 10/16 7:00 PM 

Prayer Shawl 10/16 6:30 PM 

Prayer Walk 10/12 & 26 7:00 AM 

Quilters Tuesdays 1:30 PM 

St. John’s Stampers 10/12 1:00 PM 

Stewardship Meeting 10/2 7:00 PM 

The Art of Living Saturdays 10:00 AM 

Yoga Thursdays 7:00 PM 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR/UNITED VOICES 

Children’s Choir 

Practice in 

Assembly Hall 

Wednesdays 6:30–7:30 PM 

United Voices in 

Music Room 

Wednesdays 5:30–6:30 PM 

 

 

“After Worship” refers to the 10:15 AM service. 
 

EVENTS 

10/1 

 

World Communion 

Sunday, Neighbors 

in Need Offering 

Blood Pressure 

Screening 

Ahrens Memorial 

Dedication 

Manna Benefit 

Concert 

8:00 & 

10:15 AM 

 

After Worship 

 

11:45 AM 

 

7:00 PM 

10/8 Manna Sunday 

Enlightener 

Due Date 

New Member 

Gathering 

 

 

 

11:45 PM 

10/10 Men’s Breakfast 9:00 AM 

10/11 & 18 Bible Study 7:30–8:45 PM 

10/14 Women’s Retreat 9:00–11:30 AM 

10/15 Confirmation Class 

Meeting & Lunch 

CROP Walk 

11:45 AM 

 

1:00 PM 

10/17 Worship at Manna 7:15 PM 

10/19 Enlightener 

Prefolding 

Noon 

10/20 Enlightener Folding 8:00 AM 

10/22 Visit Islamic 

Society of Greater 

Valley Forge 

Car Pool 

Leaves at Noon 

10/25 Communion Noon–1:00 PM 

10/26 Outreach Visits: 

Feed My Starving 

Children 

11:00 AM– 

1:00 PM 

10/29 Prayer Shawl 

Sunday 

Soup Sale 

 

 

After Worship 

10/31 Reformation Day 

Halloween 

 

 

REHEARSALS 

Chancel Choir Thursdays 7:30 PM 

United Ringers Thursdays 6:15 PM 
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ARTICLES DUE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE DEADLINE: 

OCTOBER 8 

Leaders: Please provide articles for these coming events for 

the next Enlightener issue: 
   All Saints Sunday 
   Manna Sunday 

   Alternative Gift Market 

   Budget Hearing 

   Community Thanksgiving Service 

All submissions must include your name and phone number 

and be typed or printed. Submissions can be placed in the 

Enlightener bin in the Church Office (bottom bin), or emailed 

to erickinsey46@gmail.com. If you have questions, please 

call Eric Kinsey at 215.513.2237. 

The Enlightener is published monthly except for 

July and August by St. John’s United Church of Christ 
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446: st-johns-ucc.org 

Eric Kinsey, Editor: erickinsey46@gmail.com 

 

 

The dedication of the marker in the meditation garden 

honoring the memory of Herman C. Ahrens Jr. will take place 

following the 10:15 worship service on World Communion 

Sunday, October 1. 

 

Members of Herman’s family will be 

present as we dedicate the marker located in 

front of the cross and orb that once graced 

the roof of the Pennsylvania Southeast 

Conference Church House in Collegeville. 

On the marker are the three simple words 

that express Herman’s theology: 

 

GOD IS LOVE. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

10/1   Judy & Bill Leslie 

10/8    

10/15  Grace & Mark Bruen 

10/22  Vickie Skulczyk 

10/29  Wendy and Phil Hunt 

 

If you have a conflict, please try to find a replacement from your 

complete list of social hosts. 

October 
Nursery 
Schedule 

 
Dear St. John's 
Nursery Helpers, 

 
Thank you for your willingness to care for the precious 
children of our congregation. If you are on the schedule for 
the nursery, please arrive at 10 AM. If you cannot serve on 
the Sunday you have been scheduled, it is important to find 
a replacement. Please follow these guidelines: 
FIRST: call someone else on the schedule to switch your 
week. Most scheduling difficulties can be handled this way. 
If you are unable to find someone, please call me at 
215.527.6238. 

October 1 Kelly Dwyer & Amy Faga 
October 8 Pam Ace & Susan Scarpiello 
October 15 Liz & Matt Rivett 
October 22 Christine & Mike Albano 
October 29 Cindy & Darcy Reese 

 
Thanks again for serving! 
Mary Billy, Nursery Coordinator 
 

 
 

The Islamic society had humble beginnings. 
Formed in 1984, it met in local churches, colleges, 
and hotel spaces. An unassuming white house was 
purchased in 1994. Fundraising for a mosque was 
started immediately, with the goal of $1.5 million 
for the facility. Construction began in August 
2009, with the mosque completed and 
inaugurated in June 2010.The building, with two 
floors of 5,000 square feet apiece, can hold up to 
300 people. Inside is a spacious prayer area, with a 
low-level partition separating men from women; 
bathrooms with foot-washing areas; offices; a 
library; and an enormous multipurpose room. For 
a mosque, the facade is understated, without a 
dome or minaret. The president of the Islamic 
society felt that American mosques should take 
their own shape. The mission of ISGVF is to 
promote good will, understanding, and fellowship 
among Muslims, and promote the understanding 
of Islam. 

Islamic Society of Greater Valley Forge 
958 North Valley Forge Road, Devon, PA 19333

 

 

  

October Social 

Host Schedule 
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The Rummage Sale is here!  Clear out your treasures and 
donate them. Come out and help us—it’s a great way to 
make new friends, and the church makes the profit. It’s a win-
win situation. Please sign up to help with this important 
project. 

September 25 and 26: Drop-off at the Richardson Avenue 
basement entrance or at the Elevator Lobby on Main Street, 9 
AM to 6 PM, Monday and Tuesday only. September 27 
through 29: The sale is on Wednesday and Thursday from 9 
AM to 6 PM and Friday from 9 AM to 1 PM. As stated, the 
elevator is available, but if you need additional help getting 
your “treasures” to the church, please call the Church Office 
at 215.855.5489 and we will be happy to assist you. 

We are not accepting any electronics, especially cathode ray 
tube TVs and monitors. No one purchases them and it costs 
us money to get rid of them. 

Monday and Tuesday we unpack and sort the items in 
preparation for the sale. Wednesday through Friday we assist 
customers. After 1 PM on Friday we pack up the remains and 
deliver them to Care and Share in Souderton, Indian Valley 
Library in Telford, and Impact Thrift Stores in 
Montgomeryville. We will need men and women to bring the 
donations from the elevator to Assembly Hall on Monday and 
Tuesday. Men are needed to help some of our customers 
transport large purchases to the elevator and their cars. 

We are looking for large brown paper bags from the grocery 
store in case we have a final bag sale. We can no longer sell 
the remaining items to A&E Used Clothing in Carteret, New 
Jersey, because they have stopped making pickups after 
rummage sales. As the sale progresses we will determine 
whether we will have a bag sale of the remains, a half-price 
sale, or perhaps some other solution. Everything must go! 
Please talk to Barb Fretz if you have suggestions. 

Signup sheets are in the Narthex and Elevator Lobby. Please 
include your name and phone number and check the times 
you expect to be available. If you have an SUV or a truck that 
can be used to pack up and deliver some items, please check 
those boxes as well. Packing up is a tremendous job! 

Lunch is provided for all the volunteers. Anyone who is willing 
to make or buy a dessert will be greatly appreciated! We are 
in dire need of volunteers. Some of our reliable workers are 
in poor health, have other commitments, or feel “maturity” 
has gotten the best of them. Please consider helping us! 
Thanks to all who have helped in years past. We couldn’t 
have done it without you!

 

 

 

Thank you for being a part of this important ministry. 
Many lives have been touched by your efforts. 
Flowers should be delivered after the 10:15 AM church 
service or on Monday. Feel free to deliver the flowers to 

whomever you want─anyone who is celebrating a 
birthday or an anniversary, people who are ill, people who 
are in the hospital, people who need a little extra care. 
The people you deliver to do not need to be members of 
St. John’s. They can be your friends, loved ones, and 
neighbors. The flower ministry is part of our outreach. 
The flower room is through the door on the left side of 

the chancel─the side where the pastor preaches. All the 
supplies you will need are in this room: plastic vases, St. 
John’s Address Directory, and cards. 
Please take the flowers out of the brass vases and put 
them in the plastic floral containers located on the shelves 
in the flower room. Leave the plastic liners in the gold 
vases, they belong to the florist. Please include a card for 
each bouquet. There will be a copy of these instructions 
in the flower room. If you are out of town on your 
assigned Sunday, please switch with someone. Again, 
many thanks for being a part of St. John’s flower 
ministry. 
 

October 1 Wendy & Rick O’Connor 
October 8 Desiree & Bill Wallace 
October 15 Anne & Eric Kinsey 
October 22 Diane & Page Butt 
October 29 Susan Popjoy 

 

 
 
 
 

October Ushers 
Date Team 
October 1 2: Thomas Beggs 
October 8 3: Jim Lederach 
October 15 4: Sally Jarinko, Mark Methlie 
October 22 5: Gerald Linderman 
October 29 1: Nancy Roberts, Roger Atkin 

36th Annual 

North 
Penn/Lansda

le 
CROP 

Hunger Walk 
Sunday, 

October 19 
Trinity Lutheran 

Church 
Registration: 

1:00 
Walk: 1:30 

Chancel Flower Ministry 
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Were You There? 
 

Thirty Years Ago: Our new Minister of 

Music, David Furniss, came to us with a 

Bachelor of Music degree from Ohio 

State University and a Master of Sacred 

Music degree from Southern Methodist 

University. 

Twenty-five Years Ago: Phil Porter, dancer, choreographer, 

and textile and graphic designer, presented performances 

and workshops on use of the creative arts in churches at 

Trinity UCC in Telford. 

Twenty Years Ago: Exciting news at St. John’s included the 

commissioning of Patti Thomas as Minister of Creative Arts, a 

new homepage on St. John’s website, email capability and a 

fax machine, and a new Parents Group. 

Fifteen Years Ago: The Constitution and Bylaws of St. John’s 

were reviewed and revised by members of Church Council 

and Staff. After meeting with legal counsel, revisions were 

approved and presented to the congregation. 

Ten Years Ago: A Youth Fellowship Saint John the Divine 
Nightwatch* trip was planned to the cathedral of that name in 

New York City. The trip included round-trip bus fare from 

Philadelphia, the faith-building program at the cathedral, a 

ticket to Spamalot, and lunch in Times Square. 
*See page 10 for details about the Nightwatch Crossroads 

experience. 

Five Years Ago: A meeting was called to decide whether Camp 

Mensch Mill and the Church House should be sold. 

One Year Ago: St. John’s Health Ministry sponsored 

a flu clinic: 
 
 

 

 

 

**************************************** 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family and friends of 
St. John’s who passed away 
recently: Wilmer Wiley, Sam 
Frey, father of Nick Frey and 
father-in-law of Julie Frey, and 
Dr. David M. Kellermeyer, 
brother of Lorene Ahrens and 
uncle of Deborah Ahrens. 

 
 

News From The Pews 
 

If I had to choose a favorite 
time of year, this would be it: 
the weather cooling down a bit, leaves beginning to 
get a touch of color in anticipation of the colder 
months ahead, children with backpacks and lunch 
boxes headed to school, and folks returning to 
church after a summer hiatus. I must confess: I was 
feeling lonely on Sunday mornings during July and 
August because there were so many empty pews. 
Yes, I know that people travel and vacation during 
the summer (so does this little church mouse!), but I 
missed our motley crew! I like it when the pews are 
filled to the brim, when we’re together encouraging 
and supporting each other, when we’re raising the 
roof with the sound of voices singing praise to our 
awesome God! By the time you read my words, I am 
hoping that is exactly what I will be experiencing 
each Sunday morning, and that you, like I, will be 
caught up in the important ministry and outreach 
that makes St. John’s so special. 
 
Speaking of ministry and outreach—things that are 
on this church mouse’s radar during the month of 
October include the October 1st dedication of the 
marker in our meditation garden honoring the 
memory of Herman C. Ahrens, Jr., Laity Sunday on 
the 8th, the start of the Fall Bible Study on the 11th, 
the North Penn Area CROP Walk on the 15th, and 
traveling to Valley Forge to visit our Muslim 
friends on October 22nd. All of these important 
opportunities for service, learning, and celebrating 
are described in greater detail in separate 
Enlightener articles, so please check them out! 
 
For now, I need to break in my new sneakers as I 
prepare for the CROP Walk on Sunday afternoon, 
October 15. This little church mouse has proudly 
participated in the CROP Walk for over three 
decades, and every time I walk those 10 kilometers (I 
tend to scurry more than walk!), I am reminded 
there are people all around the world who walk this 
distance each day in order to get food and drinkable 
water. I am so fortunate to have so much! May we 
never take for granted all that we enjoy, and may 
we never lose sight of those who do not have what 
they need in order to live. 
 
See you in the pews! 
AMOS 
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Chancel Flower Donations: 
October 1 
In memory of their son Ted Smith’s October 1st birthday 
from Judy and Don Baumgartner 
In memory of Julia G. Kriebel’s October 3rd birthday from 
her family 
In honor of the wedding anniversary of Walt and Dottie 
Rittenhouse on October 6th 
In memory of loved ones from Doris Latta 
In memory of Madeline Bruen from her son, Mark, and 
Grace, Ben, and Allison Bruen 
In memory of John Burkholder’s Oct. 2nd birthday from his 
daughter, Judy, and Alan Johnston and family 

October 8 
In memory of Bob, Evelyn, and Harry Summers from Dan 
and Joan Summers Gallagher and the Cindy Dimmig and 
Mitchell Miller families 
In memory of George Ruth from Chriss Ruth Bodde 
and family 
In memory of John Finnemeyer’s October 11th birthday 
from Joe and Yvonne DelCiotto 
In memory of Stewart and Louise Wells from Kathleen 
Wells and family 

October 15 
In memory of parents from Mr. Roger Wardlow 
In memory of Richard Drissel’s October 16th birthday from 
S. Ronald & Joyce Erb 

October 29 
In memory of Raymond C. Wallrath’s November 3rd 
birthday from his family 

 

Save the Date 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

How Will You Help Fight Hunger? 
 

The North Penn/Lansdale CROP Hunger Walk will be on Sunday, 

October 15, beginning and ending at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Lansdale. Walk or sponsor a walker. As in previous years, 25% of the 

funds raised from the local Hunger Walk will go to Manna on Main 

Street. Sign up on Sundays at St. John's in the Narthex after worship 

or on weekdays in the church office. Or you may register online at 

crophungerwalk.org/lansdalepa. See you at the Walk! 

If you would like to walk, but the walk is too long for you, consider 

walking the “One Mile Walk” in the neighborhood of Trinity Lutheran 

Church. For more info contact Nicole Groff or Pat Rieker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Report: 
Sandy and Bob Taylor, Cotreasurers: The ordinary income 
in August of $30,521 was $8,309 less than our ordinary 
expenses of $38,830. Even though the month’s expenses 
were well below budget, the deficit occurred primarily 
because the tithes and offerings in August were the lowest 
of any month this year. Year-to-date, even with the usage 
of some investment monies ($50,706) as budgeted (and 
counted as “income”), our income nonetheless lags our 
expenses by $24,300. While it is true that we have been in a 
similar situation at the end of the summer in each of the 
past two years, it is a continuation of a concerning trend. 
Our OCWM contributions in August totaled $3,117, versus 
our monthly commitment of $3,714. As a result, we are 
behind by $882 (or 2.8%) YTD. 
Please feel free to share your questions or concerns with 
our Cotreasurers, Sandy and Bob Taylor. 

Following the monthly report by the treasurers, there was 
discussion about some of the special accounts and their 
balances. It was noted that the Emergency Fund is low and 
more money is needed to meet the numerous requests 
received for assistance. There was also a question about 
the recent request for donations through the UCC for 
hurricane relief. Rev. Sue said that 100% of donations goes 
for assistance where needed. A motion was passed to 
challenge the congregation to make donations through the 
end of October and to match those donations, to a 
maximum of $1000, with a gift from the GEM fund. 

Staff Reports: 
Rev. Sue Bertolette, Senior Pastor: Rev. Sue is happy to be 
back and grateful for the time away to recharge. During 
that time she read 14 books from a variety of genres. Some 
of the books were read in preparation for her participation 
in a clergy event called Sabbath Reading. Dates shared 
include October 1, World Communion Sunday and 
dedication of the Herman Ahrens marker following the 
10:15 service; October 8, Laity Sunday (please see Rev. Sue 
if you would like to participate); October 15, meeting with 
potential confirmands and their parents; and October 22, 
invitation to attend services at Islamic Society of Greater 
Valley Forge (carpools leaving St. John’s at noon.) 

Rev. Addie Stong, Associate Pastor: (Prior to Addie’s report, 
Steve Bossert offered kudos to Addie for the job she did in 
Rev. Sue’s absence. Her sermons were wonderful and well 
received, and she handled the myriad of responsibilities well. 
A round of applause followed his comments.) 
 
[continued on next page]

What’s 
Up In 

Church 
Council? 
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Pastor Addie kicked off this year’s Sunday School program 
on Celebration Sunday. She is gearing up for the 
Enrichment program. This year’s program will scale back to 
just a choir rehearsal, with no dinners planned at this time. 
Addie will use this season to reevaluate the program to 
determine what best meets the needs of the children and 
their families. Grace Bruen has volunteered to lead the 
children’s choir (with no financial compensation) until the 
end of the year when a new music director will be named. 

David Furniss, Minister of Music: Rehearsals have started 
with various musical groups. Beginning on September 20, 
United Voices will be rehearsing on Wednesdays from 5:30 
to 6:15. New members are welcome to join the group. On 
October 1 at 7 PM there will be a benefit performance at St. 
John’s for Manna by the North Pennsmen and Liberty 
Belles. The Artist Series begins on November 5 with the 
organ dedication concert performance by Nathan Laube. 
On October 15, Reuter Organ will return to St. John’s for 
the final tuning and tweaking of our pipe organ. 

Allison Bruen, Minister of Music for Children and Youth: 
absent. Grace Bruen is looking forward to working with 
Addie for the Enrichment program. 

Lisa Delp, Office Administrator: Lisa has been receiving 
many calls about the Rummage Sale. 

New business: 
Jenn Moyer (for Stewardship Committee) Covenant 
Commitment Campaign: This year’s theme is “With Glad 
and Generous Hearts.” Covenant cards were mailed with 
the September Enlightener. The campaign will kick off on 
September 17. Congregants will be asked to bring their 
cards forward with their offering on October 8. The cards 
are anonymous and the goal is to get everyone to commit 
to being in this together, with participation more important 
than the dollar amount. 
Don Huntsinger reminded everyone about the Christmas 
Raffle and asked us to think about donations. Last year’s 
raffle had 80 items and raised quite a bit of money! 

Old business: 
Youth Music Director: The Personnel Committee is meeting 
soon to continue their work in the search. Filling this 
position is a priority and the search for a Christian 
Education Assistant for Children and Youth has been put on 
the back burner for a while. 

Board of Trustees: 
Projects Completed 
Four windows were replaced for $3825. Every year, Tim 
Morton replaces four windows on the lower level. The nine 
remaining windows will be done in the coming years. 
Leroy installed a new cabinet in the Nursery at the request 
of the Educators. 
 
[continued at right]

Projects in the Works: 
To save on electricity, there has been a gradual change over 
time from fluorescent lights to LED lights. Since the LEDs 
don’t come in 8-foot sizes, Leroy has purchased kits so he 
can replace the fluorescents with 2 4-foot LED.  
We have not yet received a response from the borough 
regarding the Anchor House Lot. 

Board of Elders: 
Sumiko Booraem will present the Umbrella Ministry 
(greeting worshipers at the back door) to the congregation 
at Invitation to Share on September 24; a signup sheet for 
the Umbrella Ministry is located on the bulletin board in the 
hallway outside Pastor Addie’s Office. 
We will be reviewing new members Interest Survey to 
connect them with activities and events in the church that 
coincide with their interests. 
 

Attendance for August 2017 

Date 
8:00 
AM 

10:15 
AM Total  

Past 
Years Average 

8/6 49 150 199  2016 182 

8/13* 43 118 161  2015 198 

8/20 41 126 167  2014 210 

8/27 44 123 167  2013 188 

 177 517 694  2012 227 

*Communion Average = 174  5-Year Average = 201 

 

Elder of the Morning for 10:15 Worship Service 

Date Elder Special Activity 

10/1 Gayle George Worldwide Communion 

10/8 Jenn Moyer Laity Sunday 

10/15 Jo-Ann Sine  

10/22 Susan Popjoy  

10/29 Marcia Stacy  

 
Board of Deacons: 
There are new push lights in the dark Deacons’ closet. 
We’re interested in Rev. Sue’s idea of purchasing new 6-
foot assembly hall tables. If Leroy can get us price info for 
the next meeting we may determine if it’s feasible. 

Board of Educators: 
Envelopes for Sunday School students will be accompanied 

by flyers explaining to parents where the offering goes. 

Goodie boxes, items to purchase and drop off will be 

posted this week. Items are due October 1, boxes to be 

packed October 7, and letters to be signed October 8. 

We will show a movie and have pizza on October 29. 

Attendees are asked to bring drinks and snacks to share. 

The educators are working on a youth event for advent. 

[continued on next page]
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Junior Church Schedule October 2017 

Date Name Phone 

10/1 Amy Hutchinson 215.601.0537 

10/8 Amy Faga 215.368.8338 

10/15 Cindy Benedict 215.285.9038 

10/22 Joanna Weierman 215.896.1871 

10/29 Desiree Wallace 215.285.6101 

 
If you are not able to volunteer on your assigned Sunday, 
please contact another volunteer and do a switch. If you 
cannot make a switch, please contact Mary Billy at 
215.527.6238 or mjbilly91@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your continued support in volunteering and 
providing Christian education to our youth. 
 

Acolyte Schedule October 2017 

10/1 Darcy & Gretchen Reese 

10/8 Keegan Gage & Desiree Wallace 

10/15 Anne Haines & Carol Luehrs 

10/22 Debra Fitzgerald & Susan Popjoy 

10/29 Chris DiPlacido & Connor Sivco 

 
Hey everyone! Are you looking for a fun and spooky way 
to spend an afternoon in October? Then stay after church 
with us on Sunday October 29 at 12 PM down in the Activity 
Room! You can wear your 
costume, bring a blanket, and 
enjoy some yummy pizza for 
lunch as we watch Monster 
House together! This movie is 
rated PG because of some 
spooky scenes, but overall it's 
very kid friendly. If you're 
planning on joining us, please bring a drink or a snack to 
share with your friends. We hope to see you there! 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19—SAVE THIS DATE—for 

St. John's 14th annual Alternative Gift Market, the place 

to shop for nonmaterial gifts for the holidays! As in 

previous years, the event will be held in Assembly Hall 

from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM. It will feature at least two 

organizations that did not participate last year. Please 

check the AGM bulletin board in the corridor next to the 

Library for regular updates on the event. And be sure to 

join us for shopping on Market Day, November 19! 

 

 

Summary of August and 

YTD Income and Expense 

August 

2017 

January—August 

2017 

Ordinary Income/Expense   

 Income   

  Current Tithes/Offerings    23,656.25    235,842.09 

  Event Income/Fundraisers             0.00         2,910.76 

  Flowers          150.00         2,213.00 

  Investment Income      6,450.23      50,706.00 

  Rental Income             0.00        14,100.00 

  Use of Building Income           80.00        3,562.00 

  Youth Group             0.00            106.00 

  Miscellaneous Unrestricted Income          174.08           4,901.12 

  Interest Income, Savings Accounts            10.89              103.41 

 Total Income   30,521.45   314,444.38 

Gross Income   30,521.45   314,444.38 

 Expense   

  Salaries and Benefits    30,054.35      241,984.27 

  Elders Expenses             0.00         1,258.93 

  Deacons Expenses         568.59        5,635.29 

  Educators Expenses          401.20          2,467.11 

  Trustees/Building Expenses         409.94        9,393.32 

  Building Operation Expenses       1,883.08       37,194.43 

  Operating Expense       5,209.24      38,507.23 

  Miscellaneous Expenses         303.69          2,316.01 

 Total Expense  38,830.09  338,756.59 

Net Ordinary Income –8,308.64   –24,312.21 

Other Income/Expense   

 Other Income   

  Artist Series Income-Special             0.00         1,654.00 

  Benevolence Offerings      3,845.00      38,279.80 

  Special Accounts        1,178.00       86,331.76 

  Soup Sales             0.00          1,472.00 

  Rummage Sale            10.00             60.00 

  Petty Cash, Additions to             0.00             45.00 

  Endowment Income             0.00        3,000.00 

  Immediate-Needs Income             0.00        4,250.00 

 Total Other Income    5,033.00   135,092.56 

 Other Expense   

  Benevolence Disbursements      3,837.00         34,361.81 

  Special Fund Expenditures         400.00      539,627.31 

  Artist Series Fund Expenditures      5,000.00         7,250.00 

  Immediate-Needs Expense             0.00        11,600.00 

  Endowment–Withdrawals & Transfers       5,818.33      37,099.43 

 Total Other Expense    15,055.33   629,938.55 

 Net Other Income  –10,022.33 –494,845.99 

Net Income  –18,330.97      –519,158.20 
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Oaxaca Learning Center Update 
 
On my most recent visit to Oaxaca, Mexico, I connected with 
the folks at the Oaxaca Learning Center (TOLC). TOLC is a 
nonprofit organization in southern Mexico offering free 
academic teaching/learning services to students 14 years and 
older. TOLC assists students from low-income or impoverished 
urban families and from indigenous rural villages throughout 
the state of Oaxaca who have migrated to the capital city to 
complete their studies. The programs offered include academic 
tutoring, mentoring, gender-equity workshops, computer 
access and training, and opportunities to learn and practice 
English. TOLC was founded in 2005 by Gary Titus, who had 
moved to Oaxaca from San Francisco. Hundreds of students 
have been helped by the Learning Center over the years. The 
current core leaders of TOLC are all from the same social class 
as the students who benefit from the center’s services. 
 
The original Learning Center building on Murguia Street 
houses a classroom, several computer desks, and areas for 
counseling, tutoring, and individual study. In addition there 
are two rooms and a rental apartment for guests. Proceeds 
from this bed and breakfast benefit the Learning Center. On 
the day of my visit, the coordinators and tutors had all 
gathered with brooms, mops, and dustrags to prepare a new 
auxiliary space in the neighborhood for use beginning this fall. 
This new additional space has several classrooms, private 
counseling areas, and office spaces. 
 
I am in awe of the work being done by the Learning Center. My 
conversation with my friend Jaasiel Quero Llaven, TOLC’s 
cofounder and president, was truly enlightening, as he 
outlined the programs offered along with the staff’s vision of 
expansion of the Center’s outreach. The staff is beginning to 
put together brief promotional videos, telling the stories of 
individuals who have been helped by the Learning Center. 
Having met a few of the students, I can vouch firsthand for the 
transformation the Learning Center provides in their lives. 
 
I have supported the Learning Center in the past and plan to 
continue in whatever ways I can. I encourage you to consider 
adding your support if you are not already doing so, either 
through St. John’s offering envelopes or through the Friends of 
the Oaxaca Learning Center. You can find more information 
about the Learning Center by visiting their website at 
www.tolc.org.mx or their Facebook page at 
IIAC.Aprendizaje. I am happy to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
David Furniss 
 

TOLC New Space 2017 

 
 

Cleaning TOLC new space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOLC Murguia Courtyard 
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From the 
Archives 

 
But first—A gentleman 
after a Sunday 
morning service went 
to the pastor and 
said, “Why is it that 
we seem to talk a lot 
about money? Can’t we 
change the topic and 
hear about something 
different?” The 
pastor says, “Sure, 
next week we can talk about tithing.” The man 
responds, “OK, that sounds a lot better!” 
When we say “Stewardship,” the first thing 
that enters our mind is expenses, funding, 
and anything else our dollars can be used 
for. But there is a way that we can give of 
ourselves freely and feel good! 
A young person once said, “Leisure time is my 
spare time in which I have nothing to do.” 
Isn’t leisure time thought of as time to 
waste? 
Labor-saving machines, faster travel, shorter 
working hours give us more leisure time. 
Extra hours impose even greater 
responsibility on each and every one of us. 
How can we use the extra time to our 
advantage? 
We ought to consider time, as well as 
possessions, a trust from God. As stewards it 
is our responsibility to see that it is all 
used wisely and not wasted. 
So when you are “mulling” over your 2018 
commitment card and what you can bring to the 
church, consider time. Stewards serve and 
give of their resources, whether it be 
monies, time, or talent. 
Remember, St. John’s always has time for you, 
maybe you can spare a little time for St. 
John’s. 
Some of this has been prerecorded! 
Gerry Linderman, Stewardship Committee 

 

 

Nightwatch Crossroads is a Friday evening and 

overnight spiritual retreat for middle- and high-school age 

students, youth groups, and their adult chaperones. Your 

group will have the opportunity to unplug from the 

distractions and stresses of daily life to connect with God 

and one another in the sacred space of the Cathedral of St. 

John the Divine. 

Nightwatch has created a safe, spirit-centered program of 

joyful fellowship, contemplative-contemporary spiritual 

direction, devotional singing, and lots of fun activities. 

New to Nightwatch Crossroads is the offering of two 

retreats to choose from: an Interspiritual and a Christian-

oriented overnight. The Interspiritual retreat is an inclusive 

program created for youth of all faiths. It explores music, 

spiritual disciplines, stories, and wisdom from a variety of 

the world’s religious traditions, including Buddhism, 

Hinduism, Judaism, and Christianity. The Christian-oriented 

evening will focus primarily on the wisdom teachings of 

Jesus. Try both for a well-rounded spiritual education! 

We are grateful to announce that thanks to a generous 

grant from St. Peter’s Fund for Special Ministry, scholarships 

are available for the 2016-2017 Nightwatch Crossroads 

season. Aid is granted as-needed, no formal application 

required. Simply contact The Rev. Canon Patti Welch at 

nightwatch@stjohndivine.org or call 212-316-7518. Full, 

partial, and a variety of other options are available to help 

finance your Crossroads experience. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Montgomery County Commissioners, in conjunction with Shred One Security Corp., 

sponsor these FREE community paper shredding events. 

No batteries, cardboard, plastic, or metal, other than staples and paper clips, should be 

included in the documents. Bring documents in boxes or paper bags, no plastic bags. 2 boxes 

or paper bags per vehicle limit in consideration of other attendees. Volunteers will assist 

with removing documents from vehicles. 

SATURDAY, October 14, Abington Junior High School, 2056 Susquehanna Road, Abington 

SUNDAY, October 29, Lower Merion Transfer Station, 1300 North Woodbine Avenue, Penn Valley 
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Schultz Memorial Organ Dedication Concert 

Co-Sponsored by the Philadelphia Chapter of the AGO 

Sunday, November 5, 4:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Nathan Laube, Assistant Professor of Organ at the Eastman School of Music, and world-

renowned concert artist, will give the Schultz Memorial Organ its official concert debut with 

music by J. S. Bach, Charles-Marie Widor, Marcel Dupré, Jean Roger-Ducasse, George Baker, 

and others. 
 

Christmas Concert ~ Sunday, December 10, 4:00 

Clara Gerdes, Organist ~ Sunday, March 4, 4:00 

Psalms for Organ and Choir ~ Sunday, March 25, 4:00 

Spring Concert: St. John’s Mass ~ Sunday, April 29, 4:00 

 

You are invited to support this season of Artist Series events by becoming a 

Patron 

 

_____Benefactor ($200+)    _____Sponsor ($100-199) 

 

    _____Donor ($50-99)    _____Friend ($25-49) 

 

 

(Name as you would like it to appear in Artist Series programs) 


