
   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Greatest of These Is Love 
 
 
 

First Sunday after Pentecost 

June 15, 2025 

9:30 am 

 



Welcome to St. John’s UCC Lansdale! 
 

 

Prayer Request and Information Cards are in pews for visitors, or anyone who 

would like to share information or a prayer request. Prayer requests will go to our 
prayer chain and pastors. These will not be read during service. Visitors, we are 

so glad you are here! Completed cards can be placed in the offering plates. 
 

The Book of Joys & Concerns is a green binder on the podium at the front of the 

sanctuary on the right. If you have an Announcement, Joy or Concern you’d 

like stated, celebrated or prayed about during Prayers of the People, feel free 

to write inside before service begins! 
 

Hymnals are on the back of the pew in front of you. Bibles are on a shelf 

beneath the pew in front of you. Large Print Hymns are available for those who 

need them. 
 

For Our Time with Children, children and youth are invited to sit up front on the 

chancel steps for conversation and an age-appropriate message. They will then 
be dismissed and escorted downstairs for our youth programming – Connect 3. 

Connect 3 is aimed at ages 3 through 12, but all youth are welcome! 
 

Hearing Assistance Devices are available in a basket at the back of the 

sanctuary if you are having trouble hearing the service. If the service is too loud, 

you may spend worship in the Library, which is to the right of the front of the 

Sanctuary, through the wall door.  
 

Wheelchairs & First Aid Kit are stored in the labeled “First Aid Closet” near the 

Main Street entrance to the sanctuary. AED (Defibrillator) is in the church library 

on the wall closest to the Sanctuary by the window. When entering from the 
Sanctuary, turn left. 
 

Audio Recordings of services can be found online on St. John’s Website, 

Facebook Page, or YouTube. Sermons are available on Spotify at “St John’s 

UCC Lansdale Sermons.” 
 

The Elevator can be found at the end of the hall, through the door on the right 

front side of the sanctuary. Accessible Bathrooms are on the basement level. 

Once within the elevator, press “B”. Exit and go left down the ramp. Once in the 
hallway, turn left, go the length, and turn right. The bathrooms are to the left at 

the top of a small ramp. 
 

The Nursery is open for you to use mindfully, and the service is audible from 

there. The Nursery is past the elevator, through the double doors, on the right 
hand side, before the steps. No volunteers will be on duty. A responsible adult 
must stay with their child. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Order of Worship 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446    Office: 215.855.5489   email: office@st-johns-ucc.org 

 

Rev. Dr. Linda Noonan (she/her), M.Div., PhD., Senior Pastor 

Pastor Tom Adil (he/him), M. Div., LPC, Support Pastor    
Andrew Paulson (he/him), M.M., M.A., Minister of Music     

Abbie Lampe (she/her), Minister of Music for Children          

Kay Peebles (she/her), Church Office Manager 
Grace Marchione (she/her), Communications Coordinator               

Bill Bergey (he/him), Custodian ~ Deborah Dayton (she/her), Council President 
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St. John’s United Church of Christ 

500 W. Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 
9:30 am — June 15, 2025 — First Sunday after Pentecost 

 
You are invited to rise in body or spirit when indicated by an *asterisk  

and speak the words in bold. 
 

 

 

PRELUDE     Love Is of God…………………………………………Choir Anthem by Davis Giersch 

 Adapted for piano by Andrew Paulson. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  ADAPTED FROM JAN RICHARDSON 
Open us, Kind Creator, to your Spirit. 
Ready us to receive your blessing. 

 This is the blessing we cannot speak by ourselves.    

Bind us, Loving One, to the blessing that is all that surrounds us. 

 This is the blessing we cannot summon by our own devices, 

 cannot shape to our own purpose, 

 cannot bend to our will.  

Strengthen us, Sustaining One, to reach beyond ourselves. 

 This is the blessing that comes 

 when we leave behind our aloneness, 

 when we gather together, 

 when we turn toward one another. 

Fill us, Compassionate One, with the fire of freedom, 
the language of love, and the blessing of the breath of life. 

 This is the blessing that blazes among us 

 when we speak the words strange to our ears, 

 when we finally listen into the chaos 

 and when we breathe together at last. Amen.  
 

*OPENING HYMN #522 I Love to Tell the Story       

Stanza 1 and Refrain: All    Stanza 3 and Refrain: All in Harmony  

Stanza 2 and Refrain: All in Harmony  Stanza 4 and Refrain: All 
 

CONFESSION 
Holy God, we come before you and acknowledge that so often we feel vulnerable. 

When our long-held beliefs seem to crumble, we feel lost. When our convictions are 

questioned, we feel defensive. Sometimes, God, we are so afraid – afraid for ourselves, 

afraid for loved ones, and afraid for the world. When we let our fear overtake us, O Lord, 

forgive us. Guide our feet into the way of peace; guide our hands to care for others; 

guide our hearts to love our neighbors. Hold our fear and help us to rest in your love. 
 

ASSURANCE 
It is natural to be afraid – especially when so much is on the line. God can hold our fear, 
as God holds our anger and rage and confusion. God holds us when we fall and when 

we fail. Know that you are sheltered in God’s wings and held in the palm of God’s 
hand.  

SUNG RESPONSE     Love Is of God 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS    Read By Milla Heidt 
John 16:12-15 ………………………………………………………………….Pew Bible Page 103 
 

Psalm 16 

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
    I have no good apart from you.” 
 

As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones 
    in whom is all my delight. 
 

Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

    or take their names upon my lips. 
 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

    you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    I have a goodly heritage. 
 

I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
    my body also rests secure. 

For you do not give me up to Sheol 
    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 

You show me the path of life. 
    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 

OUR TIME WITH CHILDREN  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen
 

ANTHEM     The Praises of God (from Hermit Songs)……………………………….Samuel Barber 

How foolish the man who does not raise  
His voice and praise with joyful words,  
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As he alone can, Heaven’s High King. 

To Whom the light birds with no soul but air, 
All day, everywhere laudation sing. 
 -11th century, tr. W.H. Auden 

  

SERMON     “How Long, O Lord? ” …………………………………............Rev. Dr. Linda Noonan 
 

*HYMN  #775 On Eagle’s Wings 
 The soloist sings the stanzas; all sing the refrain in the hymnal when indicated. 
 

1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in this shadow for life, 

 say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 
 

 REFRAIN 
 

 2. Snares of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear; 

 under God’s wings your refuge, with faithfulness your shield. 
 

 REFRAIN 
 

 3. For to the angels God’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; 

 upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 

 REFRAIN 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  #772   Nothing Can Trouble (Nada te turbe) 

 The response is sung in English and sung twice; first by the soloist, followed by all. 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
 Offering plates will be passed to the congregation in the pews.   

 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE     Praise God, the Giver and the Gift 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Holy One, as you rise in power, rise in us. We dedicate our lives and these gifts for the 

building of your Beloved Community in this world. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #471 What a Covenant   
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The refrain may always be sung in harmony. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE     Fanfare…………………………………………………………………..Michael Helman  

 

Following worship, you are invited to join us for Fellowship in the Assembly Hall. 
The Assembly Hall is located downstairs. From the Narthex – the room at the back of the 

Sanctuary – go down the steps on the left as you exit the Sanctuary and straight down the 
hallway.  From the Elevator, go to the “B” level, go down the ramp and turn right.

Worship Leaders 

Rev. Dr. Linda Noonan            Andrew Paulson, Minister of Music 

Milla Heidt, Scripture Reader         Susan Sands, Soprano Soloist 

 
 

Worship Assistants 
Hospitality:    Mark Methlie, Bob Bausman, Jen Gilbert,  

        Sarah Hogan, Bonnie & Walt Weber 

Elder of the Morning:   Anne Kinsey 

Deacon of the Morning:   Judy Leslie 

Audio Technician:    Scott Cunningham 

Driver:       Jo-Ann Sine 

Chancel Flowers:   Judy Johnston  

Social Host:    OPEN 
 

Copyright Acknowledgments 
All texts and music are in the public domain or are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-721709. All rights reserved. 

 

Water 
Carriers,  
July 2019 
Linda Noonan 
 
 
 
 
 

Love Is of God 
Text: 1 John 
4:7-12  
Music: Davis 
Giersch 
© 1997 Davis 
Giersch 
 
 

The Praises of 
God 
© 1954 G. 
Schirmer 
 
 
 
 
 

On Eagles 
Wings 
Text: Michael 
Joncas 
© 1979 OCP 
Publications 
 
 

Praise God, 
the Giver and 
the Gift 
Text: Brian 
Wren 
© 1989, Hope 
Publishing 
Company 

   

 
 
 
 
 

                                  
                         
 

This Week at St. John’s 

    If you would like more information about St. John’s, please speak with one of 
the staff or contact the church office at 215.855.5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org 
 

15-Jun Sun  First Sunday after Pentecost 

Weekly Current Income Needed: $7,884.62 Weekly OCWM Needed: $826.92

Attendance: June 1, 7th Sunday of Easter 104 Attendance: June 8, Pentecost 150

Offering For Current Income $8,548.00 Offering For Current Income $6,432.50

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $945.00 Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $682.50

A Look at the Week of June 1, 2025 A Look at the Week of June 8, 2025

mailto:office@st-johns-ucc.org


 

     Father's Day 

    9:30 AM Sunday Morning Worship, Sanctuary 

    10:00 AM Connect3, Activity Room 

    10:30 AM Fellowship, Assembly Hall 

17-Jun Tues 7:00 PM AA, Assembly Hall 

18-Jun Wed 7:00 PM Listening Session: OPEN, Zoom 
   Youth Outing 

19-Jun Thurs  Juneteenth – Office Closed 

  6:30 PM Family Game Night, Assembly Hall 

20-Jun Fri 6:00 PM North Penn Chess Club, Assembly Hall 

21-Jun Sat 9:30 AM Art of Living Foundation, Assembly Hall 

22-Jun Sun  Pride Sunday 

     Second Sunday after Pentecost 

    9:30 AM Sunday Morning Worship, Sanctuary 

    10:00 AM Connect3, Activity Room 

    10:30 AM Fellowship, Assembly Hall 

   Anniversary Meeting, Fireside Room 
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In Honor of the 75th wedding anniversary of our parents, 

Lorene and the late Herman Ahrens, on June 18th  

To the Music Ministry Fund 
from their loving family 
 

In memory James E. Stevenson III  

To Current Expenses 

from Lois E. Stevenson 
 
 

 

Upcoming Listening Sessions 
Join our pastors in a discussion about 

your experiences and needs: 
 

Open Session 
Wednesday, June 18th 

7:00 pm on Zoom 

A chance to share what’s working, 

what we long for, what feels possible. 
For anyone! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John 16:12-15  
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 

Chancel Flowers: 
In memory of Warren Koenig  

from wife Judy 

🌼 

In memory of Robert D. Schultz  
from his daughter, Merle Anne Morcom and Walter Hawkins 

🌼 

In memory of David Evans  
from Jeane Fritz and family 

🌼 

In memory of William C. Fritz 

from Robert, Connie, Judy and family 

🌼 

In memory of Pete Ehly  
from Dean Meacham on Father’s Day 



 

into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own but will 

speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father 
has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 16 
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
    I have no good apart from you.” 



 

 

As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones 
    in whom is all my delight. 
 
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 

    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
    or take their names upon my lips. 
 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

    you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    I have a goodly heritage. 
 

I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; 
    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
    my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol 

    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 
You show me the path of life. 
    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 


