
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practicing Faith 
 
 

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 27, 2025 

9:30 am 



Welcome to St. John’s UCC Lansdale! 
 

 

Prayer Request and Information Cards are in pews for visitors, or anyone who 

would like to share information or a prayer request. Prayer requests will go to our 

prayer chain and pastors. These will not be read during service. Visitors, we are 

so glad you are here! Completed cards can be placed in the offering plates. 
 

The Book of Joys & Concerns is a green binder on the podium at the front of the 

sanctuary on the right. If you have an Announcement, Joy or Concern you’d 

like stated, celebrated or prayed about during Prayers of the People, feel free 

to write inside before service begins! 
 

Hymnals are on the back of the pew in front of you. Bibles are on a shelf 

beneath the pew in front of you. Large Print Hymns are available for those who 

need them. 
 

For Our Time with Children, children and youth are invited to sit up front on the 

chancel steps for conversation and an age-appropriate message. They will then 

be dismissed and escorted downstairs for our youth programming – Connect 3. 

Connect 3 is aimed at ages 3 through 12, but all youth are welcome! 
 

Hearing Assistance Devices are available in a basket at the back of the 

sanctuary if you are having trouble hearing the service. If the service is too loud, 

you may spend worship in the Library, which is to the right of the front of the 

Sanctuary, through the wall door.  
 

Wheelchairs & First Aid Kit are stored in the labeled “First Aid Closet” near the 

Main Street entrance to the sanctuary. AED (Defibrillator) is in the church library 

on the wall closest to the Sanctuary by the window. When entering from the 

Sanctuary, turn left. 
 

Audio Recordings of services can be found online on St. John’s Website, 

Facebook Page, or YouTube. Sermons are available on Spotify at “St John’s 

UCC Lansdale Sermons.” 
 

The Elevator can be found at the end of the hall, through the door on the right 

front side of the sanctuary. Accessible Bathrooms are on the basement level. 

Once within the elevator, press “B”. Exit and go left down the ramp. Once in the 

hallway, turn left, go the length, and turn right. The bathrooms are to the left at 

the top of a small ramp. 
 

The Nursery is open for you to use mindfully, and the service is audible from 

there. The Nursery is past the elevator, through the double doors, on the right 

hand side, before the steps. No volunteers will be on duty. A responsible adult 

must stay with their child. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
500 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446    Office: 215.855.5489   email: office@st-johns-ucc.org 
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Order of Worship 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

500 W. Main Street, Lansdale, PA 19446 

9:30 am — July 27, 2025 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
You are invited to rise in body or spirit when indicated by an *asterisk  

and speak the words in bold. 
 

 

 

PRELUDE     God’s Still Speaking…………………………………………………….Jill Kirsten Warner 

 Today’s prelude will be used to teach God’s Still Speaking, the hymn after the sermon. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    from the Community Worship of UCC General Synod 2025 

Gracious God, gather us.  

 On this day, in this place, we summon your presence  

 and ask your guidance, your wisdom, and your blessing.  

We praise you with song and silence, tears and music.  

 Bind us up in that vision of unity spoken of by Christ and embraced by our ancestors.  

Braid us more deeply together, that rooted and grounded in you, roots sunk deep in the 

soil of the gospel, we may continue toward the unity and witness to which you call us.  

 We pray in the name of Jesus who was, and is, and is to come. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN     #402 De colores (Sing of Colors) 

  The first stanza may be sung in Spanish or English. 
  

CONFESSION 
Each morning we rise, convinced that we know what we are supposed to do,  

 of who we are supposed to be.  

We confess that we sometimes believe that we are all we need.  

That we know all we need to know.  

That we have done everything we could and can.  

We give up on new beginnings and unknown pathways 

 because we are afraid,  

 because we are comfortable,  

 because we don’t want to risk all that we have.  

Forgive us for believing that we don’t need you, O God.  

Forgive us for not listening or hearing.  

Forgive us for the times when we just want to do what we know,  

 and not answer your call to new pastures. 
 

ASSURANCE 
We do not need to know it all, have it all, or carry it all. We are called to go into the 

deep together, trusting God to hold us – always. Know you are forgiven. Know you are 

held in grace. Amen.  
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SUNG RESPONSE     Love Is of God 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Psalm 138 ………………………………………………………..…………….…Pew Bible Page 552  
 

Luke 5:1-11 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was 

pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the 

lake; the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. He got into 

one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way 

from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had 

finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your 

nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have 

caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done this, 

they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst. So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both 

boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s 

knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were 

with him were astounded at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were 

James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to 

Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had 

brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 

OUR TIME WITH CHILDREN  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen
 

ANTHEM     Breaths…………………………………………………………………Ysaÿe M. Barnwell 

Listen more often to things than to beings. 

‘Tis the ancestors’ breath when the fire’s voice is heard. 

‘Tis the ancestors’ breath in the voice of the waters. 
 

Those who have died, have never, never left. 

The dead are not under the earth. 

They are in the rustling trees, they are in the groaning woods. 

They are in the crying grass. They are in the moaning rocks. 

Those who have died have never, never left. 

The dead have a pact with the living. 
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They are in the woman’s breast, they are in the wailing child. 

They are with us in the home. They are with us in the crowd.
 -Birago Diop, adapt. Ysaÿe M. Barnwell 

 

SERMON     “Into the Deep: Reflections on UCC General Synod 2025” 

                 Sue Fitzpatrick and Rev. Dr. Linda Noonan 
 

*HYMN     God’s Still Speaking – see insert 

    All sing the text in bold. The soloist sings the text in italics.  
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

SUNG RESPONSE     #772 Nothing Can Trouble (Nada te turbe) 
 The response is sung twice and may be sung in harmony; first in English, second in Spanish. 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
 Offering plates will be passed to the congregation in the pews.   

 

*SUNG RESPONSE     Praise God, the Giver and the Gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Generous God, receive these gifts of our bounty, our abundance, and our excess. Put 

them to use for others, and for this world we share. May this offering be pleasing in your 

sight, most Holy One. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN     #311 Renew Your Church 

 Stanza 2 may be sung in harmony. 
   

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE     Fanfare……………………………………………………………………William Mathias 
 
 

Following worship, you are invited to join us for  

Fellowship in the Assembly Hall. 
 

The Assembly Hall is located downstairs. From the Narthex – the room at the back of the 

Sanctuary – go down the steps on the left as you exit the Sanctuary and straight down the 

hallway.  From the Elevator, go to the “B” level, go down the ramp and turn right
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Worship Leaders 

Rev. Dr. Linda Noonan, Senior Pastor   Andrew Paulson, Minister of Music 

Sue Fitzpatrick, Delegate to UCC Synod  Summer Soprano/Alto Ensemble 

Dan Panachyda, Scripture Reader 

 

Worship Assistants 

Hospitality:     Robin MacMullen, Peter Conver, Griff Francis, 

       Stefanie Giampa, Carol Luehrs, Jenn Moyer, Matt Rivett 

Elder of the Morning:   Sue Clemens 

Deacon of the Morning:  Judy Leslie 

Audio Technician:   Griff Francis 

Chancel Flowers:  Mary Billy 

Driver:      Kay Peebles    

Social Host:    Judy & Bill Leslie 

 

Copyright Acknowledgments 
All texts and music are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-721709 or are in the public domain. 
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From her daughter, Barbara Kirk 

 

In memory of Richard (Pete) Miniger’s July 31st birthday 

To the Chancel Flower fund 
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Weekly Current Income Needed: $7,884.62

Weekly OCWM Needed: $826.92

Attendance: Sunday, July 13 126

Offering For Current Income $7,430.01

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $352.00

Attendance: Sunday, July 20 94

Offering For Current Income $3,327.00

Offering For Our Church’s Wider Mission $628.00

A Look at the Week of July 13, 2025

A Look at the Week of July 20, 2025



 

This Week at St. John’s 

    If you would like more information about St. John’s, please speak with one of 

the staff or contact the church office at 215.855.5489 or office@st-johns-ucc.org 

 

27-July Sun  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

    9:30 AM Sunday Morning Worship, Sanctuary 

    10:00 AM Connect3, Activity Room 

    10:30 AM Fellowship, Assembly Hall 

29- July Tues 7:00 PM AA, Assembly Hall 

1-Aug Fri 6:00 PM Lansdale First Friday 
   North Penn Chess Club, Assembly Hall 

2-Aug Sat 9:30 AM Art of Living Foundation, Assembly Hall 

3-Aug Sun   Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:30 AM Praying Hands Stitchers, Library 

    9:30 AM Sunday Morning Worship, Sanctuary 

    10:00 AM Connect3, Activity Room 

    10:30 AM Fellowship, Assembly Hall 

   VBS Committee Meeting, Library 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

No more donations please! 
Lizzy is hard at work sorting our current donations 

and will let you know when she’s done! 

Steps Update- July 14, 2025 
You may have noticed some progress on the repair of the church front steps.  The 

insurance company approved the bids for the repair, and sent the first payment. A 

deposit was paid to our mason so that the limestone step treads could be ordered.  

During the last two weeks rubble was removed and pieces for recycling have been 

stacked in the parking lot.  Progress has been slow due to an equipment issue coupled 

with other jobs on the mason's schedule, but we expect to see continued excavation 

and concrete footings poured in the next few weeks.  A consultation appointment 

has been scheduled with an insurance lawyer to discuss the reimbursement of our 

deductible and the subrogation process with the driver who caused the damage.  

Our goal for completion of the repair remains Celebration Sunday in September. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan Malachowski 

Chair of the Board of Trustees 
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We are excited to share that starting this fall, we will be offering 

two Sunday services: 8 am and 10:15 am. While the services will 

be very similar in format and style of worship, you can expect a 

quieter, more contemplative atmosphere at 8 am.   
 

We look forward to sharing more worship and programming 

updates soon. In the meantime, please make note of the 

schedule transition below. Enjoy the rest of your summer!  
 

➡️ Now through August 31: One service at 9:30 am  

➡️ Sunday, September 7 (Celebration & Water Sunday): One 

service at 10:15 am to welcome everyone back from summer 

travels!  

➡️ Every Sunday starting September 14: 8:00 am and 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you wearing your 

name tag? 
 

Printed name tags are 

located in the narthex and 

library on magnetic boards. 
 

Don’t have one? Write 

your name on a sign up 

sheet and it will be ready 

by next Sunday!  



 

God is Still Speaking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Psalm 138 
I give thee thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

    before the gods I sing thy praise; 

I bow down toward thy holy temple 

    and give thanks to thy name for thy steadfast love 

and thy faithfulness; 

for thou hast exalted above everything 

    thy name and thy word. 

On the day I called, thou didst answer me, 

    my strength of soul thou didst increase. 

 

All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord, 

    for they have heard the words of thy mouth; 

and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 

    for great is the glory of the Lord. 

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 

    but the haughty he knows from afar. 

 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

    thou dost preserve my life; 

thou dost stretch out thy hand against the wrath of 

my enemies, 

    and thy right hand delivers me. 

The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; 

    thy steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever. 

    Do not forsake the work of thy hands. 
 
 
 



 

Luke 5:1-11 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of 

Gennesaret and the crowd was pressing in on him to 

hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the 

shore of the lake; the fishermen had gotten out of 

them and were washing their nets. He got into one of 

the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked 

him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat 

down and taught the crowds from the boat. When 

he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out 

into the deep water and let down your nets for a 

catch.”  
 

Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 

let down the nets.” When they had done this, they 

caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 

burst. So they signaled their partners in the other boat 

to come and help them. And they came and filled 

both boats, so that they began to sink. But when 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees, 

saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 

man!”  
 

For he and all who were with him were astounded at 

the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also 

were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do 

not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” When they had brought their boats to 

shore, they left everything and followed him. 


